
CEQA Addendum to a Mitigated Negative Declaration

Devlin Road Transfer Station Construction & Demolition Recycling Project
INTRODUCTION

On March 10, 2005, the Napa-Vallejo Waste Management Authority (Authority) adopted the mitigation measures, the mitigation monitoring program, and the Final IS/MND and approved the Project. The Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration evaluated the impacts of expanding operations at the existing waste transfer facility in south Napa County, at the Devlin Road Transfer Station (DRTS) by commencing operation of a construction and demolition (C&D) waste diversion and recycling program. 

The project has undergone some minor modifications since the Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration were approved on January 14, 2005. This Addendum addresses these minor changes to the project operations. 

STATUTORY BACKGROUND

Under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), an Addendum to a certified Environmental Impact Report (EIR) or Negative Declaration is needed if minor technical changes or additions to the proposed project occur (CEQA Guidelines § 15164). An addendum is appropriate only if these minor technical changes or additions do not result in any new significant impacts or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant impacts. The Addendum need not be circulated for public review (CEQA Guidelines § 15164[c]); however, an addendum is to be considered by the decision making body prior to making a decision on the project (CEQA Guidelines § 15164[d]). 

This Mitigated Negative Declaration Addendum demonstrates that the environmental analysis, impacts, and mitigation requirements identified in the Devlin Road Transfer Station expansion Mitigated Negative Declaration remains unchanged by the situation described herein, and supports the finding that there are no substantial changes and no new information of substantial importance.  Therefore, the proposed project does not exceed the level of impacts identified in the previous Mitigated Negative Declaration.

PROPOSED CHANGES TO PROJECT OPERATIONS
The objective of this CEQA Addendum is to identify minor operational changes and to ensure that the proposed modifications are consistent with the original design of the project and therefore would have no new impact(s) not already identified in the DRTS Mitigated Negative Declaration. The proposed modifications have occurred as the Authority has contracted with a new operator for the DRTS. The Authority has requested the operator to divert additional materials from landfill. To meet this request, the operator will process materials in a manner as described below. The revised project description showing the proposed revisions in redlines/strikeouts are provided below.
Description of Project.  The Napa-Vallejo Waste Management Authority, the lead agency carrying out the project proposal, proposes to expand operations at the existing waste transfer facility in south Napa County, Devlin Road Transfer Station (DRTS) by commencing operation of a construction and demolition (C&D) waste recycling diversion and recycling program.  The first Phase (Phase one) of the project will be located on an existing 2.6-acre paved area immediately adjacent to the transfer station building utilizing mobile equipment including a portable tub grinder to sort, crush and recycle construction and demolition waste, C&D material that until this time was included with material from the general municipal solid waste that currently is accepted at the DRTS and taken to other facilities for ultimate disposal to the landfill.  Within two years, a new 41,600 square foot metal building will be constructed onsite to fully enclose all C&D recycling activities.  Approximately 5,000 square feet of new roadway will be constructed to provide access to the C&D Recycling Program, with the initial operation and additional 24,000 square feet asphalt for the new building including building aprons and additional roadway.  Within two years, Phase two of the project will be the construction of a new 41,600 sq. ft. metal building, adjacent to the current DRTS transfer building in order to fully enclose all C&D recycling activities.  Phase two will also add an additional 24,000 sq. ft. of asphalt for the new building, including building aprons and additional roadway.  The owner/operator has given the Local Enforcement Agency (LEA) language that addresses the Phase one activities that are within all the current restraints of the existing terms and conditions of the solid waste facility permit including tonnage and vehicle maximums.  The Phase two activities will require a permit revision before it can occur.  The owner/operator will prepare those revisions and submit them to the LEA prior to commencing any aspect of Phase two.

The C&D diversion and recycling activities will add an additional 156 to 1810 employees.  The proposed project (Phase one and Phase two) will not generate additional truck trips as the C&D recycling aspect will be the further processing of material that would have been mixed into the general waste stream at the DRTS.  However, the project proposal is anticipated to generate an additional 3020 vehicle trips per day at full operating capacity with the addition of 15-1810 new employees.  The project proposes the use of a variety of large tractors to move, sort and crush clean wood, metal,  fiber and sheet rock (Phase two only) to be processed by grinding for use in secondary markets.  The C&D recycling project only includes the processing and transfer of clean wood, metal, fiber, plastics and sheetrock (Phase two only) waste types.  The project does not include the outdoor use of grinding or crushing equipment that is designed specifically for wood grinding or rock crushing.
The proposed project site is located in a semi-urbanized area approximately 2 miles east of the Napa River Estuary.  The transfer station building and future building for the C&D Recycling Project are within a developing industrial park and adjacent to a fully developed general industrial area.  The proposed project site has been previously disturbed and developed as part of the permitted DRTS Facility, no additional land disturbance is proposed for this project.  The proposed C&D Recycling Program at the DRTS is located in close proximity to the Napa County Airport and is subject to the requirements of Compatibility Zone D of the Napa County Airport Compatibility Plan.  The proposed project will be located within the Industrial Park: Airport Compatibility Zone that includes general commercial/industrial uses.


The proposed C&D operations for Phase one and Phase two include the following steps:

· Mixed C&D loads that are over 50% recyclables by weight will be directed by the scale house to separate pre-sort areas located at the C&D area.  For Phase one they will be directed to the asphalt pad; for Phase two to the newly constructed building.  These loads will be coded as Mixed C&D Recycle in the computer system and will receive a scale house tag that identifies the load as a Mixed C&D Recycle load.  All loads will be weighed except those directed otherwise by the Authority.

· The Program shall receive Mixed C&D materials 7 days per week and process these materials 5 days per week.  Materials received on the weekend will be stockpiled and processed.  Immediately on Monday mornings this material will be processed and if any necessary extension of the 48 hour limit is necessary, they will be processed through the LEA if necessary.

· Manual labor and a CAT 226 skid steer  wheel loaders would be used to sort minor contamination from the source separated material as well as pull clean wood, metal, fiber and potentially sheet rock (Phase two only) from the mixed C&D material.

· The remaining mixed C&D material will be loaded on to the feed conveyor of the Super Ptarmigan sorting system; the material will cross over a crushed to acceptable size using a 973 CAT track loader to run over the materials.  This will prepare it for placement into the STAR disc screen that will remove the fines fraction that will be used for alternative daily cover (ADC) at the Keller Canyon Landfill.

· The material that does not pass through the screen will be conveyed to the sort line where remaining materials of value will be removed manually from the residual and dropped into debris boxes and bunkers located below the sort line.  These include smaller pieces of wood, and metal, cardboard, misc. plastic and potentially sheet rock (Phase two only) and other fiber products.

· Wood and green material as well as material removed from the mixed load will be processed using a portable tub grinder and used as ADC, feed stock for power plants or for manufacturing of colorized wood products.  Metal removed from the stream will be recycled at one of many locations in the Bay Area.  Fiber products will be consolidated and shipped to various recycling processing plants.

· Residue from the processing will be loaded into drop boxes and transferred into the transfer station MSW floor a transfer trailer via conveyor or loader and delivered to the Keller Canyon Landfill for disposal.

· The operator will provide a monthly report to the Authority that shows total Mixed C&D tons received at the processing area, tons recycled and tons disposed each according to jurisdiction origin.

Neither phase of the C&D Project will accept new waste streams.  Instead, the Project will divert existing C&D material rich loads at the existing DRTS gatehouse to the new C&D processing area.  Only a portion of the existing permitted tonnage will be directed to the Phase one C&D area and Phase two C&D Facility.  During Phase one, an average of 50 tons per day, based on a 5 day work week will be accepted for processing by the C&D program through December 31, 2005.  An average of 75 tons per day based on a 5 day work week will be accepted for processing by the C&D program from January 1, 2006 through December 31, 2006.  An average of 100 tons per day based on a 5 day work week will be accepted for processing by the C&D program from January 1, 2007 through commencement of operations of the Phase two C&D Facility.  Assuming an average load of .75 tons per vehicle, an average of approximately 67 to 134 existing DRTS vehicles per day will be directed to the C&D program.  The capacity of the Phase two C&D Facility will be approximately 300 tons per day.

The new waste sorting protocol will not affect incoming volumes of materials or vehicles per day.  They will only direct and handle the material differently once it is received on site. Starting July 1, 2007 the waste sorting area will receive up to 300 tons per day, when Phase 2 is completed the sorting area will receive up to 500 tons per day.
There is no anticipated expansion of use beyond the currently permitted transfer station acreage, tonnage, waste types, length of waste storage and hours of operation of the DRTS for the C&D program.  The maximum length of time unprocessed C&D materials will be stored is 48 hours.  Once the materials are processed, the commodities will be stored on-site until a sufficient quantity is accumulated to fill a shipment for off-site delivery.  The existing Injury Prevention Plan will be used and modified as necessary for new workers at the C&D program.

SUMMARY AND FINDINGS

In preparing this Addendum, all of the potential impacts identified on the CEQA "Environmental Checklist Form" were considered. For all impact areas, a preliminary review indicated that the proposed modifications are consistent with the original design of the project, there are no substantial changes and no new information of substantial importance. Therefore, the proposed project would have no new impact(s) not already identified in the DRTS Mitigated Negative Declaration.

In summary, the analysis concludes that none of the conditions described in Section 15162 of the CEQA Guidelines calling for preparation of a subsequent EIR or Negative Declaration have occurred, and thus an Addendum to the DRTS Mitigated Negative Declaration is appropriate to satisfy CEQA requirements for the proposed project.

APPLICABLE REPORTS IN CIRCULATION

This addendum is written as an addition to the DRTS Mitigated Negative Declaration, adopted January 14, 2005. A copy of this document is available for review at the Napa-Vallejo Waste Management Authority, 1195 Third Street, Suite 101, Napa, CA  94559.
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