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FLUORESCENT TUBE & LAMP RECYCLING/DISPOSAL FOR BUSINESSES

WHAT IS TOXIC ABOUT FLUORESCENT LAMPS?  Fluorescent lamps contain mercury vapor, an acutely toxic, biocumulative toxin.  When a lamp is broken, much of the mercury is dispersed into the air.  Fluorescent lamps come in many shapes and sizes including:  4 foot, 8 foot, U-tube, circline and compact fluorescent bulbs.  High intensity discharge (HID) lamps are often encountered in security and outdoor lighting applications, as well as in high ceiling work areas such as warehouses and supermarkets. 
WHICH BALLASTS HAVE PCBs?  Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) were discontinued for use in fluorescent ballasts manufactured after 1979.  Typically ballasts which do not contain PCBs will be labeled as such.  Ballasts manufactured pre-1979 without labels should be disposed of as hazardous waste.  Ballasts manufactured after 1979 can be recycled as scrap metal. 
DISPOSAL:  Fluorescent lamps and other mercury products, as well as PCB-ballasts, can be disposed of at the Napa-Vallejo Household Hazardous Waste Facility (businesses must register and pay a fee).  In addition, some of the businesses listed below provide PPRS (pre-paid return service) for all kinds of fluorescent lamps.  This type of service usually includes:  containers to collect spent bulbs – containers usually accommodate from 30-to-70 4 foot (T-8) bulbs; pre-paid return address labels; waste pick-up – usually UPS or FedEx mail back; recycling cost; and certificate of reclamation. 

AERC Recycling Solutions ( http://www.aercrecycling.com ( (408) 390-1582 
Pick up (load and haul service) and fee (varies): fluorescent lamps, PCB and non-PCB ballasts and HID lamps. Drop-off and fee (varies): fluorescent lamps, PCB and non-PCB ballasts and HID lamps. Mail back (PPRS--pre-paid return service) and fee (varies): fluorescent lamps, PCB and non-PCB ballasts and HID lamps. 

Amtech Lighting Services ( (510) 832-0512

Pick up (load and haul service) and fee (varies): fluorescent lamps and PCB-ballasts, call for quote. 
Philips Services, Inc. ( (877) 748-3040
Pick up (load and haul service) and fee (varies): fluorescent lamps, PCB-ballasts and HID lamps. 
Veolia Environmental Services ( (510) 233-8001
Pick up (load and haul service) and fee (varies): fluorescent lamps, PCB-ballasts and HID lamps. Drop-off and fee (varies): fluorescent lamps, PCB-ballasts and HID lamps. 
Grainger Industrial Supply ( http://www.grainger.com ( (707) 584-9211
Industrial supply company that provides containers that tubes may be stored in.  Containers have a 800 number to call for pickup. Mail back (PPRS--pre-paid return service) and fee (varies): fluorescent lamps and PCB-ballasts.
Safety-Kleen ( (707) 584-0415
Pick up (load and haul service and fee varies): fluorescent lamps and PCB-ballasts.
Napa County Household Hazardous Waste Facility – APPOINTMENT REQUIRED / FEE FOR SERVICE
889 A Devlin Rd., American Canyon ( (800) 984-9661  
Must qualify as a Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator 
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