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Minutes of the december 11, 2006
Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors
1.
Call to Order
The Upper Valley Waste Management Agency met in regular session on Monday, December 11, 2006 at 1:30 p.m. at the Yountville Town Council Chambers.  Chair Luce called the meeting to order at 1:31 p.m.

2.
Roll Call
The following members were present:  Bill Dutton, Mark Luce, Joe Potter, and Karen Slusser.  Diane Dillon was excused.
3.
Pledge of Allegiance
Chair Luce led the Pledge of Allegiance.

4.
Public Comment
None.

5.
Consent Calendar Items
A.
Approval of Minutes
Approved the October 16, 2006 regular meeting minutes.  BD-KS-DD-ML-JP

X
A
6.
Administrative Items
A.
Rate Methodology Update

One of the challenges discussed at the October 16th Board meeting was the Prop 218 issue.  Because the City of Calistoga had a mandatory garbage service ordinance in place, if the Agency and Upper Valley Disposal Service (UVDS) were to implement an annual rate increase based on CPI, the Agency could arguably be required to do a public vote for each of those rate increases.  
At a meeting in late November, however, the Calistoga City Council agreed to remove this garbage service requirement, for a number of reasons.  Agency staff will now be focusing on working with the consultant to draw up the new rate methodology agreement with UVDS to bring back to the Board for approval in February 2007.
No action taken.
B.
California Integrated Waste Management Act
Amy Garden, Chair of the Napa County Solid Waste Local Task Force (SWLTF), provided the Board with an update on the status of the Five Year Review of the Napa County Integrated Waste Management Plan, to be submitted to the California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB).
The SWLTF is putting the finishing touches on the Review.  Once completed, a submittal letter will be sent to the Napa County Dept. of Environmental Management stating that the SWLTF has reviewed all of the County’s planning documents, and has concluded that revisions are not required.  The SWLTF will also send the Review  to the CIWMB, and to the Napa County Board of Supervisors (likely under the consent calendar) on January 9, 2007. 

The Review is tentatively schedule for consideration for approval by the CIWMB at its February 2007 meeting.  The SWLTF will then begin work on the 2007 Five Year Review.  Members of the SWLTF include the City of American Canyon, the City of Napa, the Upper Valley Waste Management Agency, and Napa County.
No action taken.
7.
franchises' business items
A.
Franchises' Status
The holiday Upper Valley Disposal Service (UVDS) newsletter is in the draft stage, and will be mailed out soon, separately from the garbage bills.

UVDS had its final drip hose collection event for the year, where 3.75 tons of drip hose and 0.5 tons of grow tubes were collected.
The October reports from UVDS were attached in the agenda packet; the November reports were received this morning, and distributed at this meeting.  Looking at the numbers for the last twelve months, there has been a decrease in disposed materials and an increase of diverted materials.  This is a good indication that the Agency’s diversion programs are successful.  On the other hand, this poses a bit of a financial implication for UVDS.  For the January 2007 meeting, staff will prepare a year-to-year comparison of the diversion and disposal numbers for the past five years.
No action taken.
B.
Waste Management Companies’ Issues
None.
8.
Other Business Items
A.
Manager’s Report
We received the $7,000 battery grant.  The money is essentially a study grant to see how the County is handling the disposal of batteries.  We’re looking at how best to take on the study, and perhaps may look at hiring a consultant to do so for us.  At some point staff will bring a budget item to the Board to recognize the additional revenue and expense.
The Ag Commissioner sponsored pesticide container recycling event that was held in partnership between the Farm Bureau and the Vintners’ Association went very well.  Although we have not yet received the numbers from the event, the farmers have said that they appreciate the event.

The waste tire amnesty program in November collected 4,500 tires just in the upper valley area alone.  The recycled materials are used for a wide variety of purposes.  One particular individual came with 600 tires.
Attached to the agenda packet is the status of the members’ spending against the $50,000 franchise fees.  The County has overspent the money, and staff will be working on how to address this issue.  For the County, the money has been going towards paying for the fees of garbage removal at the Yountville Corp Yard, which Public Works will now have to take on.  With the renewal of the company’s contract, each of the member jurisdictions will get an additional $25,000 and the County will be considering using this money for something more productive than simply paying the garbage bill (perhaps some outreach and other recycling programs).  The City of Calistoga no longer will be paying for the leaf boxes, as the cost is now covered by the 2002 rate increase.
No action taken.
B.
Reports from Jurisdictions
i. Napa County:  The Napa-Vallejo Waste Management Authority has received five responses to the Devlin Road Transfer Station (DRTS) disposal and diversion operations request for proposals.  The DRTS continues to exceed its permit limits for daily vehicle counts.  The microturbine project is still in progress.
ii. Calistoga:  None.
iii. St. Helena:  None.
iv. Yountville:  None.
No action taken.

C.
Board of Directors Comments
Joe Potter said that he would approach the St. Helena City Council once again to suggest some ways to spend the franchise fee money discussed earlier in the Manager’s Report.
Karen Slusser thanked the Agency Manager, Steve Lederer, for coming to the Calistoga City Council meeting to talk about the Prop 218 issue.

Bill Dutton noted that there was an electronic waste collection event being held at the Napa Valley College, and asked whether it would be possible to have such an event up valley.  Staff replied that, other than the annual event co-sponsored by the City of Napa and Napa County each June, the other events that have taken place recently in Napa have largely been the work of private entities, which have discovered that these electronic waste events are good fund-raising options for local non-profit groups and schools.
No action taken.

9.
Adjournment
Meeting was adjourned at 1:56 p.m.
	AYES:
	

	NOES:
	

	ABSTAIN:
	

	ABSENT:
	

	By:
	

	
	ATTEST:  Steven Lederer, Manager of the Upper Valley Waste Management Agency


KEY

Vote:  DD = Diane Dillon; BD = Bill Dutton; ML = Mark Luce; JP = Joe Potter; KS = Karen Slusser

The maker of the motion and second are reflected respectively in the order of the recorded vote.

Notations under Vote:  N = No; X = Excused; A = Abstain; AB = Absent
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