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CALIFORNIANS SET STATE’S ALL-TIME RECORD FOR BOTTLE AND CAN RECYCLING IN 2004
The state’s Department of Conservation released statistics today that show Californians recycled at an all-time high in 2004, giving a new lease on life to a total of 12 billion aluminum, glass and plastic California Refund Value beverage containers. 

That number easily outpaced the previous high of 10.6 billion in 2002, and represented a 1.5 billion-container increase over the 2003 figure of 10.5 billion. 

“This is an exciting achievement for California in terms of energy savings, natural resource conservation, waste reduction and litter prevention,” said state Secretary for Resources Mike Chrisman. 

The overall recycling rate (the percentage of CRV containers recycled in comparison to total sales) rose to 59 percent, compared to 55 percent in 2003. For the first time, total sales of CRV containers surpassed 20 billion. Clear plastic containers such as single-serve water bottles had a particularly impressive increase compared to 2003 with a 30 percent gain in total volume recycled, to 2.5 billion bottles. Glass volume was up 14 percent to almost 2 billion, while aluminum rose 9 percent to 7.4 billion cans. Other types of plastic, along with bi-metal cans, made up the remainder. 

The jump in recycling equates roughly to saving 31 million gallons of gasoline, and the 1.5 billion containers would fill to the rim three 50,000-seat baseball stadiums.

Looking ahead, Department of Conservation Interim Director Debbie Sareeram encouraged consumers to make an even greater commitment to beverage container recycling. 

“As we move forward into the summer months, when consumption is at its peak, we should all remember to put our bottles and cans into the recycling bin and not the trash can,” Sareeram said.

The increase in the recycling rate may be tied to a number of things, including a higher California Refund Value that took effect in January 2004.  

To read more about this and other California beverage container recycling program news stories, please visit: www.bottlesandcans.com/news.php.


ATTENTION CALIFORNIA CITY/COUNTY RECYCLING COORDINATORS
Deadline to apply for 2005-2006 City/County Funds
Cities and Counties applying for 2005/2006 beverage container recycling funding must submit the on-line funding request form by June 30, 2005. The invitation to apply was sent out electronically to your city manager. For more information, contact your DOR field representative or call (916) 322-0613. 

WANTED: BOTTLE AND CAN RECYCLING SUCCESS STORIES 
The California Department of Conservation is looking for “best practice” examples for bars, restaurants and office buildings that have successfully implemented bottle and can recycling programs.  If your organization recycles, or if you know of someone who does, please email us at recyclinginfo@consrv.ca.gov or call Sequoia Clare at 310-392-4244. 


WHAT’S HAPPENING  

       July 10 - 13, 2005: The California Resource Recovery Association's (CRRA) 29th Annual Conference, at the Millennium Biltmore Hotel in Los Angeles, CA. For more information visit www.crra.com or call 916-441-CRRA (441-2772) or email CRRA at crra@aol.com.

 

       September 17, 2005: Coastal Cleanup Day – for more information, please visit www.healthebay.org or call Meredith McCarthy at 310-453-0395, ext. 122. 

Planning an event or recycling outreach effort? Send your information to the California Department of Conservation at recyclingtips@consrv.ca.gov to be posted in the "What’s Happening" section.

SUBSCRIBE
If you would like to subscribe to the Recycling Tip Sheet, please send an email to the Recycling Tip Sheet and your email address will be added to the recipient list. 

THE RECYCLING TIP SHEET is prepared by the California Department of Conservation as a service to those interested in bottle and can recycling. Questions, concerns or other issues related to this e-mail should be directed to:

California Department of Conservation
Public Affairs Office
801 K Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
916-323-1886
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