June 3, 2005

To all California jurisdictions and other interested parties:

California Diversion Rate at 48 Percent in 2004: A 1 Percent increase over 2003.

SACRAMENTO-Last year California diverted 48 percent of its waste stream from landfills. The 2004 rate is much higher than prior benchmark years. Since waste is generated by a wide variety of activities, understanding diversion rate change is challenging. California's 2004 waste stream grew in every way: 3.0 percent more tons were generated, 2.5 percent more tons were disposed, and 3.5 percent more tons were diverted.

You will find more information about the 2004 diversion rate at the Local Government Central's web site on the Rates and Statistics home page found at http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/LGCentral/Rates/default.htm. 

Questions about California's 2004 statewide diversion rate estimate may be directed to WasteLine at (916) 341-6675. 

