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GENIE KAGGERUD spent 11 years as 

the manager of VALCORE Recycling. 
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VALCORE: 11 years at helm 

Kaggerud's focus was on recycling 

By ANNA ZIAJKA, Times-Herald correspondent
Vallejo Times Herald 

Not everyone's retirement parties feature a set of recycled purple glass bowls and a fleece jacket made from plastic soda bottles. 

But these going-away presents were right up Genie Kaggerud's alley. 

After 11 years as the manager of VALCORE Recycling, Kaggerud is retiring from Vallejo's waste management business. Her retirement party was last Monday. 

Kaggerud, 60, entered the organization as a representative of Cornerstone Equestrian Center, an American Canyon-based horseback riding organization for disabled youths and adults, serving on VALCORE's board of directors. In July 1994, she took over from then-manager Jane Bogner to become VALCORE's second and longest-serving occupant of the post. 

When Kaggerud began, Vallejo didn't offer curbside recycling. Environmentally conscious residents had to haul their recyclable household trash to VALCORE's Sheridan Street center. Even after the introduction of personal collection bins in 1994 made it easier for Vallejo citizens to dispose of re-cyclable materials at home, many people continue to do their recycling in person, Kaggerud said. 

Some are children, out to make a little extra pocket money from the Cash Redemption Value of soda cans and glass bottles, she said. Others are adults who count on the money from CRV items to supplement their income. At VALCORE's current buyback rates, a pound of aluminum fetches $1.30. 

During her tenure, Kaggerud said, she has seen a substantial improvement in Vallejo's waste management. She noted, however, that the 48 percent of trash the city currently reuses still falls two points short of California's recycling requirement. 

Improving Vallejo's record is one challenge her successor will face, Kaggerud said. 

Many apartments and office buildings don't have designated recycling bins, increasing the likelihood that reusable materials are simply discarded. "If you don't live in a single-family home, curbside recycling's not easy," she said. 

Bogner, now a VALCORE board member, said the organization is still reviewing applicants to replace Kaggerud in the top job. 

Bogner, who considers Kaggerud a friend as well as a colleague, spoke admiringly of how much Kaggerud accomplished in what was only a part-time position. 

In 1998, Kaggerud petitioned successfully for a grant to buy a truck to collect items for recycling at local community centers. 

Kaggerud was also a driving force behind establishing an on-site salvage barn, where teachers can obtain free materials for use in their classrooms. 

"She has a passion for paying attention to the planet," Bogner said. 

At her retirement party, Kaggerud's former co-workers presented her with an array of recycling-themed gifts and swapped stories about the guest of honor over a tasty potluck dinner. 

Now that she has more time on her hands, Kaggerud plans to devote her energy to caring for her 10-year-old grand-niece. She hopes to take an art class or two at Solano Community College and maybe brush up on her French and Spanish. 

A resident of Vallejo since 1969, Kaggerud said she has no intention of leaving the area. The fight for recycling is far from over, and she would like to stay around and help out after her official tenure ends. 

"This job has taught me how little needs to go in the garbage," she said. 

- E-mail Anna Ziajka at arziajka@aol.com or 553-6835.
