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Napa Valley’s Fifth Annual Computer & Electronics Recycling Event

When:
Friday, June 10h & Saturday, June 11h, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

Where:
Napa Valley College (Napa Campus) South Parking Lot 

There is something about a mountain of discarded computers that offends our senses. It doesn’t seem that computers have been around long enough to throw away. But for the past four years anyone participating in the computer and electronics recycling event has seen the impact our  high-technology culture has on the amount of “waste” we produce. Last year over 213 tons of computers, televisions, keyboards, VCRs, cell phones and other miscellaneous electronics were dropped off at the event. 
The 2005 event will be held this Friday and Saturday, June 10th and 11th, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Napa Valley College (Napa Campus). This is the only opportunity all year that this service is offered to Napa County residents and businesses at no charge.  A wide variety of working and non-working electronic equipment will be accepted including: computer monitors, printers, CPUs and other peripherals, televisions, telephones and fax machines, and consumer electronics such as radios/stereos/VCRs. However, kitchen and other household appliances such as blenders, microwaves, food processors, lamps and stoves will not be accepted. 

These obsolete or discarded products are referred to as “e-waste” (electronic waste) and they contain a variety of hazardous ingredients, including lead, mercury, cadmium, and brominated fire retardants which is why some of them are banned from landfill disposal.  In addition, these products needlessly fill up our landfills, waste energy and resources when treated as trash instead of recyclables, and represent lost economic potential in a burgeoning recycling industry.  

This year marks the implementation of the landmark Electronic Waste Recycling Act which allows a fee to be collected at the point of sale of certain electronic products. The collected monies will be managed by the state and redistributed to cities, counties, and private recyclers to help pay for e-waste collection programs.  Many cities eagerly await this financial relief, which will help to expand programs so there are more year-round alternatives. The Act also provides a directive to manufacturers to start designing products so they contain less hazardous substances and can be reused and recycled more efficiently. The technology which allows to ewaste to be recycled efficiently is improving rapidly to keep up with the demand.  

SIMS Recycling will handle all the materials brought to Napa’s event and 95% will be recycled .  The materials will be taken to SIMS’ Hayward facility where it will be dismantled by hand and sorted with special equipment. All the leaded glass from televisions and computer monitors will go to a lead smelter in the U.S.  Steel and copper scrap will  also will go to smelters and the plastic will be baled and sent to another facility where it will be granulated and then sold as raw material for new product manufacture.  Some of the very large items, such as copy machines, may be sent whole into a shredder and then the various components/materials are separated out using sophisticated equipment. 
Each year two organizations, the Napa Valley Personal Computer Users Group and the non-profit Computer Recycling Center, play an important role in Napa’s event. They are dedicated to refurbishing and donating working equipment to schools, community organizations and others in need.   Last year they culled almost 11 tons of materials (5% of the total amount coming to the event) for their refurbishing efforts.  

Event sponsors include The City & County of Napa, Waste Management/Napa Garbage Service, 

Upper Valley Waste Management Agency, the Napa Valley Personal Computer Users Group and Napa College.  For more information contact Napa County Department of Environmental Management at 253-4471 or City of Napa Recycling at 257-9520 ext.7291. 

#    END #






H:\!-shared\amy\Computer & Electronics Event\press release 2005.doc
1
PAGE  
2

[image: image2.png]


_945775219

