CCDEH Region Meeting Update – March 2010

UPCOMING ISSUES & related activities
Website Format - Feedback Requested: Stakeholder involvement remains a high priority for CalRecycle and we’re developing web tools to facilitate involvement. A trial page has been developed to allow you to access the full range of programs within CalRecycle -- monthly meetings, workshops, permits, regulations, grants and other pending CalRecycle decisions.  For example under “Permit Determinations” you can review a list of permits recently acted upon or those that are currently in process.  Under “Pending Actions Within the Next 60 Days”, if you click on the one of the permits, you’ll find a description of the proposed changes and related documents.  Depending on where the permit is in the CalRecycle process, documents will include the proposed permit and the draft or final Staff Report. We would like to hear from you and your staff on how you like this format or what’s missing. Contact: Susan.Chow@calrecycle.ca.gov . We appreciate your feedback!

Monthly Meetings and Workshops: To maintain transparency and public involvement, public “meetings” are held on the second Monday of each month for the Waste Compliance Mitigation Program. The Recycling Division is also holding their own public meetings on the second Tuesday of each month. Our Materials Management and Local Assistance Program (formerly Sustainability) holds their monthly meetings on the second Wednesday of each month. No decisions are being made during the Meetings. Upcoming permit decisions are discussed and updates are provided regarding regulatory activities, reports, grants, contracts, workshops and future program direction discussions. 
Prior to a permit determination being made, a Staff Report may be published on the CalRecycle web page presenting staff analysis regarding the findings and recommendations related to permit concurrence or denial. The Staff Report notice will provide a timeframe for public comment. The workshops, pending and completed decisions and staff reports are posted on the CalRecycle website.  
Workshops—often held during the afternoon, these are reserved for specific topics such as the white papers on compost issues, minimum content program or controversial permits. 
Budget: The Governor's freeze on hiring and the mandatory furloughs continue to impact the new Department. We are moving forward to maintain essential and mandated programs while continuing to consolidate and reduce output. We are at about a 30% vacancy rate within WCMP (with furloughs and vacancies combined).  Things should be looking up soon. We may be able to begin hiring and mandatory furloughs may end July 1. We are also on the alert for proposals to grab funding, such as Oropeza's proposed legislation SBX8 30. This legislation proposes to pull $25 million from CalRecycle for the California Conservation Corps for the purposes of making direct grants to certified local community conservation corps to collect and recycle covered electronic devices ($15 M) and $10 M to the California Conservation Corps to collect and recycle covered electronic devices. 
Organics: 
· Land Application (Beneficial Use): CalRecycle has been examining land application and the determination of when application to agricultural land is considered a "beneficial use". Current regulations in Title 14 (CCR 17855(a)(9) and 17852(a)(15)(c) refer to CDFA's requirements authorized by the Food & Ag Code section 14501 et seq. for the determination. Comments were received from CDFA on CalRecycle's white paper: "Agricultural Land Application of Compostable Material" dated February 2010.  CDFA indicated in their letter received on January 19, 2010 that; “CDFA does not have the authority to regulate land application of compostable materials. CDFA regulates fertilizing materials, as defined in the FAC Section 14533, including recycled material to be used in agriculture only if plant nutrient claims are made. CDFA is responsible for ensuring all fertilizers sold and distributed in the State of California are safe, effective, and meet the claims guaranteed on the product label.”  and further states; “CDFA believes that the CIWMB should look elsewhere to determine if there is either state or local authority to address the land application of compostable material.”  The white paper proposes several options, and comments on the possible options are being sought from stakeholders through the end of this month. Additional workshops may be held in May/June.
· Farm and Ranch Composting Compostable Material Storage Volume Limitations: This issue came up when due to claims of challenges presented by the 12,500 cubic yard volume limitations that apply to operations in the Notification Tier and the seasonal demand for materials from the agricultural soil amendment market. It was stated that some operators were unable to meet seasonal demand for products as a consequence of the regulatory restrictions on accumulated materials that applied to their operations without getting a full permit. Comments received back on the White Paper supported the recommendation to initiate an informal rulemaking process to clarify how “stabilized compost” [14 CCR 17852.(a) (36)] is not to be included in the calculation of the limit of 12,500 cubic yard regulatory threshold for all Green Material Composting Operations and Agricultural Material Composting Operations when specific criteria (BMPs etc to be determined) are met.  
REHS Continuing Education Units:  DPH approved CalRecycle as an accreditation agency.  We are exploring how to provide more training in different formats to meet LEA needs. Many of the upcoming trainings will offer CEUs to meet REHS requirements. Keep checking the training website.
Landfill Gas Monitoring Plans:  The current focus is on implementation and oversight to ensure plans are implemented as approved and any violations of explosive gas methane migration standards are promptly detected and remediated. To assist the LEA and CalRecycle with the verification of compliance with the approved plans, "as builts" reports are being requested. The "as-built reports" are to be sent to the PLEAs liaison  and noted on the inspections reports.  Where gas violations are detected, operators are required within 7 days under 27 CCR 20937 to verify and report such violations and take any immediate actions necessary to protect public health and safety and the environment.  Within 60 days of detection, the operator must implement a remediation plan approved by the EA and CIWMB.  

SWIS DIGITAL INSPECTION PROGRAM (SWIS DIP) 

Electronic Data Transfer Interface System for Inspection Reports
· Hands-On Assistance Successful in Doubling Participation for Digital Submission of Inspection Reports for SWIS. There are now 29 LEAs signed up and using SWIS DIP which represents 60 percent of all inspection reports CalRecycle receives.  Early this year, Decade Software piloted its new EnvisionConnect 4.1 which contains the SWIS DIP application with San Jose.
· Testing Site: LEAs are no longer required to test the web form, but can begin participating in SWIS DIP after their data exchange agreement (from website) is approved.  You can scan the document and email directly to Bonnie Cornwall (Bonnie.Cornwall@calrecycle.ca.gov ).  Upon approval, you’ll receive an email advising your staff to apply for a CalRecycle Web Pass which will enable them to begin submitting inspections.  Those interested in developing XML versions of the SWIS DIP will need to check the appropriate box on the data exchange agreement and will need to work with CalRecycle IT staff to test systems. 
· If you have new staff, please submit a “revised” data exchange agreement or the system will not allow them to log-in for the jurisdiction..
· Amy Norris (Amy.Norris@calrecycle.ca.gov) is still available, on a limited basis, to talk with individuals about how the SWIS DIP can work with their existing business practices and has been trouble shooting problems with CalRecycle technical staff.  If you encounter any errors or problems with SWIS DIP, please email Amy with a description of the problem and your phone number.  
· See http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/SWIS/DIP/  for updated program and technical information about the project.  
.Status of CIWMB-Regulatory Packages of interest to LEAs
	 Regulatory Package
	December

2009
	January 2010
	February 2010

	Tire Hauler & Manifest 
	
	2nd 15 day Comment period 12/28- 1/15
	

	Long-Term Post closure Maintenance and Corrective Action Cost Estimates and Financial Assurance Demonstrations for Landfills (Phase 2)
	Board Adoption
	
	 Feb 27 deadline to submit to OAL

	     Definition of Food Waste
	
	
	 Start informal process, no regulatory language yet, info. gathering


LEA/Operator Training Schedule: 2010 Planned 
· CEQA Permitting will shift from spring to August to “make room” for Financial Assurances Training (Phase I & II Regs) since regulations take effect July 1

· Financial Assurances Training (Phase I & II Regs) will begin with workshops in May to be followed by segments presented at May Roundtables, Permit Training, special sessions in June and conference (February 28-March 3).

· Spring Series of Health and Safety Training Begins: Several refresher courses are offered to meet the California Code of Regulation, General Industry Safety Orders, Title 8, and Section 5192 requirements and will review health and safety issues for employees performing field activities in potentially hazardous environments.   Another set of classes offered concurrently cover CPR and first aid.  Classes for CIWMB staff and LEAs are being held in March, April and May. REHS CEUs will be offered.
	Dates
	  Training / Meeting/ Conference
	  Location

	February 22-26
	
Compost Operations Training Course
U.S. Composting Council


	Davis

	
April 7-full
May 25
June 8
June 10
July 22
	Eight Hour Tier One 
Health and Safety Refresher
	Sacramento 
Riverside
Bay Area
Sacramento
San Joaquin Area

	
March 17
	Confined Space Training
	Sacramento


	
March 18
March 25
April 21
April 29
	Asbestos Health Hazard Awareness Training and Clandestine Laboratory (for LA and Sacramento venues)
	Sacramento
Berkeley
LA County
Sacramento

	May (planned)

And June
	Phase I & II Financial Assurances 
	Sacramento

	
March 15-18
April 27-30
June 22-25
	Cal/EPA Basic Inspector Academy
	
Riverside
Salinas
Contra Costa

	May 2010
	LEA Round Tables
	
South Central: Mariposa 
Northern: Mt Shasta
Southern & South Western: Santa Barbara
North Central: San Joaquin
Bay Area: Napa

	Summer
	Load Checking
	Sacramento

Bay Area

Southern California (2)



	August and September
	CEQA/Permit Training
	Multiple venues across state

	Late Fall
	Communication Strategies
	Sacramento

Southern California 

Optional third venue



	February 28- March 3,  2011
	
Training and Technical Course Series                       (replacing Annual Conference)
	MONTEREY


Legislation: http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/Statutes/Legislation/PriorityRpt/  

Check website for current status of bills.

	Bill No. 
Author

Date 
	Title
	Brief Description
	
	
	
	
	

	AB 1004
Portantino

A-01/20/2010

	Solid waste: State Solid Waste Postclosure and Corrective Action Trust Fund.
01/20/2010-Referred to Com. on EQ. From committee chair, with author's amendments: Amend, and re-refer to committee. Read second time, amended, and re-referred to Com. on EQ.
	Would extend all of those dates by 6 months, except the total volume of waste would still be measured by 2010 standards. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.

(see AB 274)

	AB 1789
Gilmore

I-02/10/2010

	Solid waste: diversion requirements.
02/11/2010-From printer. May be heard in committee March 13. 
	Existing law authorizes the Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery to reduce the diversion requirements for rural cities and counties if the rural city or county demonstrates, and the department concurs, based on substantial evidence in the record, that achievement of the diversion requirements is not feasible due to 2 specified conditions. This bill would make technical, nonsubstantive changes to these provisions. 

	AB 1981
Hill

I-02/17/2010



	Recycling: waste tires: fees.
03/04/2010-Referred to Com. on NAT. RES.


	Would require a person who purchases or leases those vehicles to pay a California vehicle tire fee and would require the retail vehicle seller, as defined, to collect the California vehicle tire fee. The retail vehicle seller would be required to remit the fee, except as specified, to the state for deposit in the California Tire Recycling Management Fund. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.



	AB 1998
Brownley

I-02/17/2010



	Recycling: plastic and paper carryout bags.
03/04/2010-Referred to Com. on NAT. RES.


	Would instead make those at-store recycling program requirements inoperative on July 1, 2011, and would repeal them on January 1, 2012, and would instead, on and after July 1, 2011, prohibit a store, as defined, from providing a plastic carryout bag to a customer. The bill would require a store, on and after July 1, 2011, with regard to providing carryout bags to a customer at the point of sale, to either make reusable bags available for purchase by the customer or provide a paper carryout bag that is subject to the green bag fee that would be imposed by the bill. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.



	AB 2137
Chesbro
I-02/18/2010. 
	Fertilizing material: misbranding: labels.
03/04/2010-Referred to Com. on AGRI. 
	Would provide that a certified lab analysis showing the nutrient contents of compost, cocompost, or mulch, as defined, does not constitute a label claim for purposes of these provisions relating to fertilizing materials. This bill contains other existing laws.

	AB 2139
Chesbro

I-02/18/2010



	Solid waste: product stewardship.
02/19/2010-From printer. May be heard in committee March 21.


	Would create the California Product Stewardship Act and would define the term "covered product" as including medical sharps, containers used to contain pesticides intended for residential use, small personal use propane tanks, personal butane lighters, and single-use food packaging that the department determines is a significant source of ocean and beach contamination. The bill would require the department by July 1, 2011, to establish a baseline collection rate for the amount of those products that is discarded and subsequently collected. The bill would provide a procedure for determining the collection rate applicable commencing January 1, 2014. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.



	

	SB 25
Padilla

A-05/28/2009

	Solid waste.
07/06/2009-From NAT. RES.: Not heard.
	Would require a jurisdiction, for each subsequent revision of the element, to divert 60% of all solid waste on and after January 1, 2015, through source reduction, recycling, and composting activities, thereby imposing a state-mandated local program by imposing new duties on local agencies regarding solid waste. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	SB 26
Simitian

A-01/20/2010

	Recycling: used lubricating oil: rerefining incentive.
01/28/2010-In Assembly. Read first time. Held at Desk.
	The California Oil Recycling Enhancement Act, administered by the Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery, establishes the used oil recycling program, consisting of, among other things, a recycling incentive system. The act requires the department, on and after January 1, 2013, to pay a rerefining incentive to certain recycling facilities that produce rerefined base lubricants meeting specified requirements and requires the department to set the amount of the rerefining incentive, on and after January 1, 2014, at $0.02 per gallon. This bill would make technical nonsubstantive changes to that provision. This bill contains other existing laws.

	SB 228
DeSaulnier

A-05/07/2009

	Plastic bags: compostable plastic bags.
02/11/2010-To Com. on NAT. RES.
	Would require , beginning July 1, 2010, a manufacturer of a compostable plastic bag meeting those standards to ensure that the compostable plastic bag is readily and easily identifiable from other plastic bags. The bill would define "readily and easily identifiable," to include labeling with a board approved certification logo. The bill would prohibit a compostable plastic bag sold in the state from displaying a chasing arrow resin identification code or recycling type of symbol in any form. 

	SB 835
Strickland

I-01/04/2010

	Government reorganization: realignment or closure.
01/21/2010-To Com. on G.O. 
	Would enact the Bureaucracy Realignment and Closure Act of 2011. It would establish the Bureaucracy Realignment and Closure Commission in state government with a specified membership. Beginning on January 1, 2011, the Controller, the Director of Finance, the Legislative Analyst, the Legislative Counsel, the Milton Marks "Little Hoover" Commission on California State Government Organization and Economy, and the State Auditor would be required to develop recommendations for the closure or realignment of state bureaucracies for consideration by the commission. It would require the commission to independently evaluate the recommendations, conduct 3 public hearings, and, by January 1, 2012, have at least one member of the commission visit each state bureaucracy considered for realignment or closure. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.

	SB 1100
Corbett
I-02/17/2010
	Product stewardship: household batteries.
02/25/2010-To Com. on EQ.
	Would require the department by January 1, 2012, to establish a baseline collection rate for the amount of household batteries that are discarded and subsequently collected. The bill would provide a procedure for determining the collection rate applicable commencing January 1, 2013. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.

	
	
	

	SB 1052
Oropeza

I-02/16/2010

	Electronic waste: state agencies.
02/25/2010-To Com. on EQ.


	Would require the Department of Toxic Substances Control, the Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery, and the Department of General Services to jointly collaborate to identify the methods that state agencies are required to adopt to properly handle and dispose of electronic waste, as defined, and would require each state agency to adopt an electronic waste management plan. The bill would require the plan to be submitted to the Department of Toxic Substances Control, by January 1, 2012, for review and approval, and would require each state agency to submit an annual report to the Department of Toxic Substances Control regarding the implementation of the plan. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.

	SBX8 30
Oropeza

A-03/01/2010

	California Conservation Corps: local conservation corps.
03/04/2010-In Assembly. Read first time. Held at Desk.
	Would appropriate $15,000,000 from that account to the California Conservation Corps for the purposes of making direct grants to certified local community conservation corps to collect and recycle covered electronic devices, as defined, consistent with the Electronic Waste Recycling Act of 2003, and for activities related to that collection and recycling. The bill would also appropriate $10,000,000 from that account to the California Conservation Corps to collect and recycle those covered electronic devices. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.
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