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---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Aaron Halimi <aaron@renewprop.com>
Date: Tue, Nov 19, 2019 at 10:41 AM
Subject: Napa County Renewable Energy Ordinance - Request to Speak
To: joellegPC@gmail.com <joellegPC@gmail.com>
CC: Stephanie Loucas <stephanie@renewprop.com>

Dear Planning Commissioner Gallagher –

 

I have serious concerns regarding the recently proposed Renewable Energy Ordinance.  As an
active solar market participant, local land and project owner, I am concerned that this
ordinance prevents renewable energy development as opposed to providing incentives (as the
Board of Supervisors sought for such an ordinance) for it.  Accelerating the adoption of local
renewables helps to decrease the nations’ dependence on fossil fuels.

 

More specifically, please see some of our high level concerns below. Notably, the proposed
draft ordinance:

 

Limits solar to commercial and industrial zones, which is economically prohibitive
and would essentially kill any prospects of additional solar development throughout
the county. Keep in mind, our Renewable Properties' project on American Canyon
Road was zoned "Agricultural Watershed" and was deemed the "perfect site" for
solar by many public officials.
Requires any Feed in Tariff  Power Purchase Agreement and/or Community Choice
Aggregator (MCE for example) project to go through a Use Permit process.  This
would be overly burdensome to a project that’s within the "built environment"
(i.e., rooftop, or parking lots, etc.).
Requires projects to minimize views from public roads and adjacent residential
areas.  While renewables can be sited to minimize views from residences, it’s not
realistic for it to be not viewed from public roads.  Preservation of public vistas
instead of all roads should be the focus.
Doesn’t incentive renewables in any specific locations by providing expedited
reviews and/or other incentives to developers.  Rather, the ordinance limits
development to only a few zoning districts and prohibits it from land use
designations that are more likely to be economically viable for solar.
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Unclearly defines the ground coverage ratio and how it’s measured. It would be
prohibitive to larger behind the meter projects and/or projects for onsite energy use. 
Again, prohibiting access to renewables.
Prohibits renewables on County owned land that is otherwise underutilized solely
due to the zoning district (i.e.,  Landfills, airport buffer land, etc.).

 

In short, we find the proposed renewable energy ordinance to be unnecessarily restrictive with
regards to the zoning districts that renewables will be allowed .  We recommend a more
balanced and case by case approach to renewables.  While we have serious concerns around
how the ordinance prohibits renewables from certain zoning districts, we are supportive of the
ordinance’s development standards in Section 18.117.040 of the proposed ordinance.

 

Please let me know if you have any availability to discuss our concerns about the ordinance
and proposed solutions.  Climate change is a global problem that requires local solutions.  It is
our hope that Napa County is willing to be part of the solution.

 

Thank you for your time and consideration.

 

Best –

 

Aaron

 

Aaron Halimi

President

(M) 530-518-7669

aaron@renewprop.com | renewprop.com
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