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Bergman Family Winery, Use Permit #P17-00428-UP - Mitigated Negative Declaration
(MND)
Dear Jason Hade:
Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the
environmental review process for the above referenced project. In tandem with the Metropolitan
Transportation Commission’s (MTC) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS), Caltrans’
mission signals a modernization of our approach to evaluate and mitigate impacts to the State
Transportation Network (STN). Caltrans’ Strategic Management Plan 2015-2020 aims to reduce
Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) in part, by tripling bicycle and doubling both pedestrian and
transit travel by 2020. Our comments are based on the November 15, 2018 MND.
Project Understanding
Approval of a Use Permit for a new 8,000-gallon winery with a 5,113-square foot (sf) winery
building and 385-sf uncovered porch area and improvement of the existing access road. An
exception to the Napa County Road and Street Standards is requested to allow a reduced road
width in several road segments. No visitation or marketing program is proposed. The project is
located on an approximately 16.3-acre site and is accessed via a private driveway on State Route
(SR) 29 which also provides access to Bale Grist Mill State Park.
Access to State Route 29
The road connection to SR 29 must be brought up to current Caltrans standards. Please provide
evaluation of and mitigation for any impacts to the State right-of-way (ROW) resulting from that
work.
Biological Impacts
We strongly encourage the applicant to conduct further analysis and pre-construction surveys for
all sensitive plant and animal species in addition to owls that be may affected by this project. We
are concerned the MND did not adequately evaluate or discuss impacts other species. Based on a
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California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) search, species with high potential to be
impacted include:
•
•
•
•

Bats, such as Townsend’s big-eared bat
Birds and raptors, such as Peregrine falcon
Numerous special status plants, including Calistoga popcornflower, Sebastopol
meadowfoam, and Clara Hunt’s milk-vetch, which are all federally endangered
Foothill yellow-legged frog, which is a CDFW Species of Special Concern and was
recently proposed for the State Threatened list (currently a candidate, meaning it receives
all protections while under review)

We encourage the Lead Agency to condition the project to develop construction work windows
to avoid impacts to nesting birds during the breeding season, and to conduct pre-construction
surveys for nesting birds and bats, as noise and light pollution (from potential night work) could
spill over onto Caltrans ROW. Potential species impacts within Caltrans ROW must be evaluated
and mitigated. We also encourage the use of mitigation measures such as off-site replanting of
trees, in addition to avoidance measures such as avoiding nests.
Lead Agency
As the Lead Agency, the County of Napa is responsible for all project mitigation, including any
needed improvements to the STN. The project’s fair share contribution, financing, scheduling,
implementation responsibilities and lead agency monitoring should be fully discussed for all
proposed mitigation measures.
Encroachment Permit
Please be advised that any work or traffic control that encroaches onto the State ROW requires
an encroachment permit that is issued by Caltrans. To obtain an encroachment permit, a
completed encroachment permit application, environmental documentation, and six (6) sets of
plans clearly indicating the State ROW, and six (6) copies of signed and stamped traffic control
plans must be submitted to: Office of Encroachment Permits, California DOT, District 4, P.O.
Box 23660, Oakland, CA 94623-0660. To download the permit application and obtain more
information, visit http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/traffops/developserv/permits/.
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Thank you again for including Caltrans in the environmental review process. Should you have
any questions regarding this letter, please contact Jake Freedman at 510-286-5518 or
jake.freedman@dot.ca.gov.
Sincerely,

PATRICIA MAURICE
District Branch Chief
Local Development - Intergovernmental Review
c:

State Clearinghouse
Laura Wilson, California Department of Parks and Recreation
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