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Forest Ecosystem Management, PLLC 

PO Box 455 * Potomac, MT 59823 
(406) 490-7427 * cptown@blackfoot.net 

 
 

      July 24, 2018 
 
 

Scott Butler, RPF 
Environmental Resource Management 
7000 Leicester CT. 
Castle Pines, CO 80180 

 
RE:  Aloft Winery Project   
        Property Section 8 T08N, R05W, MDB&M - Napa County 
 
Scott, 
 
This is an update of the April 28, 2017 assessment for northern spotted owls (strix occidentalis 
caurinia), or NSOs, for the Aloft Winery Project located off Cold Springs Road in Angwin, 
California.  The Project proposed to: 
 

• Relocate their drive-way off Cold Springs Road. 
• Widen a portion of the road approximately 10’. 
• Remove some trees within an existing vineyard. 

 
Trees were not removed in 2017 as originally anticipated, so this is an update of northern 
spotted owl information.   
 
Known Northern Spotted Owl Territories: 
 
On 24JUL18, I reviewed the California Department of Fish & Wildlife’s spotted owl viewer for the 
above listed project; there were no changes from the 2017 report (Attachment #1).  An 
assessment area of 1.3 miles from the project area was used.  The 1.3 mile assessment area 
was created by USFWS for a Take Avoidance of northern spotted owls within the California 
Interior (outside the redwood zone).  Although Napa County does have redwoods, the 
environmental conditions in the area are hotter/drier than the coastal redwood zone; therefore, 
the 1.3 mile assessment area was used for this Project. 
 
There are two known NSO territories within 1.3 miles of the Project Area (NAP014 & NAP028).  
The following briefly discusses each of the territories.   
 

NAP014:  Located approximately 3,000’ southwest of the Project Area, this territory was 
first identified in 1989.  This territory is generally yearly monitored and was found active 
in 1989 – 1992, 1994, 1989, 2001, 2003, 2005 – 2008, 2010, 2012, and 2013.  The 
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database reports no NSO detections 2015; however, we detected a single NSO in 2015, 
a pair in 2016, and a single male in 2017.  All detections are in the same general area as 
the mapped activity center.  In 2018, the site was monitored by surveying off Howell 
Mountain Road (as done in the past) and no NSOs were detected.    
 
NAP028:  Located approximately 1.1 miles east of the Project Area, this territory was 
first identified in 1992, when a pair of northern spotted owls was found nesting.  
Subsequent surveys over the years did not detect any northern spotted owls until 2015, 
when an unknown sex northern spotted owl was detected during the evening of 
09APR15.  This detection was an owl moving around the Las Posadas State Forest and 
surveys after the 09APR15 detection have not detected any NSOs.     

 
Northern Spotted Owl Habitat on Project Site: 
 
The Project Area is located off Cold Springs Roads, and includes three different sites.  
 

Site #1 (Road Relocation):  The road is to be relocated through the house and adjacent 
trees.  The trees are primarily Douglas-fir, with an overstory canopy cover exceeding 
80%.  Technically this area would be identified as nesting/roosting NSO habitat; 
however, due to numerous houses, Cold Springs Road, surrounding vineyards, and size 
of forested patch that this Project falls within; I would classify the area as marginal NSO 
roosting habitat. 
 
Site #2 (Road Widening):  The road is to be widened approximately 10’ on the right side.  
There is a pond on the left.  The area to be widened is not suitable NSO habitat; 
however beyond the Project site, the habitat would be classified as marginal foraging 
habitat. 
 
Site #3 (Winery Location):  This site is a patch of trees surrounded by an existing 
vineyard.  This site is unsuitable NSO habitat due to lack of canopy cover, and it is a 
small forested patch with surrounding vineyards.  The forested area adjacent to the 
vineyard but outside the Project Area, is suitable NSO habitat. 
 

The landscape is a mix of agricultural land, second growth forests, and residential houses.  The 
closest forest that would meet USFWS definitions of suitable northern spotted owl habitat is 
within ¼ mile from the Project.    
 
Known Northern Spotted Owl Surveys: 
 
There have been northern spotted owl surveys for an adjacent project which covered Site #1 
and the habitat near Site #2 since 2014 (reported within the 28APR17 NSO assessment).  This 
site was again surveyed in 2018, see table below.    
 
NSO Updated Surveys 

Date Survey Time  Results 

   
05MAR18 2206 – 2216 N/R – Very Quiet 
18MAR18 2204 – 2214 N/R – Saw-whet Owl 
01APR18 2308 – 2318 N/R – Quiet 
17APR18 2248 – 2258 N/R – Quiet 
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07MAY18 2340 – 2350 N/R – Saw-whet Owl 
15MAY18 2333 – 2343 N/R - Cold 

   
N/R – No Response from Northern Spotted Owls 
 
Scott Butler, RPF, completed the 2018 surveys following USFWS NSO Survey Protocol.  The 
survey station has not move from the 2017 report; therefore, another map is not being 
submitted.  No northern spotted owls have been detected. 
      
Conclusions for Aloft Winery Project: 
 
The closest known northern spotted owl territory is located just over 3,000’ from the Project 
Area (Site #3).  Site #1 is within marginal northern spotted owl habitat and has been adequately 
surveyed through the 2018 NSO breeding season.  Site #2 is unsuitable habitat but is within ¼ 
mile of suitable habitat; however, the area has been adequately surveyed through the 2018 
NSO breeding season.  Site #3 is within unsuitable habitat but is within ¼ mile of suitable 
habitat and has not been surveyed; therefore, to meet USFWS Take Avoidance Scenarios, is 
subject to seasonal restrictions (no operations between 01FEB – 07JUL).  At this time, we are 
outside the seasonal restrictions guidelines; therefore, operations can occur.   
 
In Summary: 
 

• Site #1 – Due to habitat and surveys, as long as tree removal has been completed by 
01FEB19, there are no further restrictions recommended.  If operations have not been 
completed by 01FEB19, additional surveys would be required. 
 

• Site #2 – Due to unsuitable habitat within the site, but suitable habitat within ¼ mile but 
current NSO surveys; as long as tree removal has been completed by 01FEB19, there 
are no further restrictions recommended.  If operations have not been completed by 
01FEB19, additional surveys or seasonal restrictions would be required. 

 
• Site #3 – Due to unsuitable habitat within the site; but suitable habitat within ¼ mile and 

no NSO surveys; seasonal restrictions apply.  However, we are outside the seasonal 
restrictions (01FEB18 – 07JUL18); therefore, there are no further restrictions at this 
time.  If operations have not been completed by 01FEB19, either surveys would be 
required or seasonal restrictions would apply again.  

 
Operations can be completed at any time from now until February 1, 2019. 

 
If you have questions regarding this information, please feel free to contact me. 
 
      Gone Hooting, 
          

      Pam Town 
Pamela Town 
Consulting Wildlife Biologist 
 

Attachments: 
 
1:  CA Fish & Wildlife Report #1 & #2 – NSO Database (15 pages) 
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