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Napa County Fire Department 
Fire Marshal’s Office 

1199 Big Tree Road 
St. Helena, CA 94574 

 
pete.munoa@fire.ca.gov 

 
Office: (707) 967-1421 

Fax: (707) 967-1474 
      Cell: (707) 299-7645 

 
Pete Muñoa 
Fire Marshal 

 

 

I N TE R - O F F IC E  M E M O R AN D UM  
 

 
TO:  Kelli Cahill 
  Conservation, Development and Planning   
   
FROM: Tim Hoyt, Fire Department 
   
DATE:            10/21/14 
 
SUBJECT: Caymus Vineyards – Major Modification  
  APN:030-200-066  P12-00221 
   
  Site Address: 8700 Conn Creek Rd. Rutherford 
 
    

See previous comments from Fire Marshal Pete Munoa on 12/3/2013.    
  

 
      Tim Hoyt 
      Interim- Fire Marshal 
 
 



Napa County Fire Department 
Fire Marshal’s Office 

Hall of Justice, 2
nd

 Floor 
1125 3

rd
 Street 

Napa, CA 94559 
 

Office: (707) 299-1461 
 
       
 

Pete Muñoa 
Fire Marshal 

 

 

I N TE R - O FFIC E  M E M O R AN D UM  

 
 

TO:   Charlene Gallina   
   Planning, Building and Environmental Services   
   
FROM:  Pete Muñoa 
   Fire Department 
   
DATE:   November 26, 2013 
    
 
Subject:  P12-00221   APN# 030-200-066 
 
 
SITE ADDRESS: 8700 Conn Creek Road, Rutherford, CA  94573 
   Caymus Vineyards 
 
 
The Napa County Fire Marshal’s Office has reviewed the Use Permit Modification application 
for the project listed above.  I am requesting that the comments below be incorporated into the 
project conditions should the Planning Commission approve this project.   
 
1. All construction and use of the facility shall comply with all applicable standards, 

codes, regulations, and standards at the time of building permit issuance. 
 
2. All fire department access roads and driveways shall comply with the Napa County 

Public Works Road and Street Standards. 
 
3. The numerical address of the facility shall be posted on the street side of the buildings 

visible from both directions and shall be a minimum of 4-inches in height on a 
contrasting background. Numbers shall be reflective and/or illuminated. 

 
4. All buildings over 3,600 square feet shall be equipped with an automatic fire sprinkler 

system conforming to NFPA 13 2010 edition with water flow monitoring to a Central 
Receiving Station. 

 
5. The required fire flow for this project is 600 GPM for a 60 minute duration with 20 psi 

residual pressure.  A UL listed fire pump conforming to NFPA 20, 2010 edition may be 
required to meet or exceed the required fire flow for the project. 



 
6. Provide a minimum of 36,000 gallons of water dedicated for fire protection. Water 

storage for fire sprinkler systems shall be in addition to the water storage 
requirement for your fire flows and domestic use. 

 
7. Provide fire department access roads to within 150 feet of any exterior portion of the 

buildings. Fire department access roads shall be a minimum of 20 feet in width with a 
15 foot clear vertical clearance. 

 
8. All cave development shall comply with CBC Section 436 as well as the Napa County 

Fire Marshal’s Office Cave Development Guidelines. 
 
9. Blue dot reflectors shall be installed 12-inches off centerline in front of all fire hydrants. 
 
10. All fire hydrants shall be painted chrome/safety yellow. 
 
11. Approved steamer fire hydrants shall be installed a maximum distance of 250 feet from 

any point on approved fire apparatus access roads.  Private fire service mains shall be 
installed, tested and maintained per NFPA 24 2010 edition. 
 

12. Currently serviced and tagged 2A 10BC fire extinguishers shall be mounted 3.5 to 5 feet 
from the top of all extinguishers to the finished floor and be reachable within 75 feet of 
travel distance from any portion of all buildings. 

 
13. All exit doors shall open without the use of a key or any special knowledge or effort. 
 
14. Install illuminated exit signs throughout the buildings per the California Building Code 

2010 edition. 
 
15. Install emergency back-up lighting throughout the buildings per the California Building 

Code 2010 edition. 
 
16. Install laminated 11” x 17” site plans and building drawings in NCFD specified KNOX 

CABINET. Two Master keys to all exterior doors shall be provided in the KNOX 
CABINET. A PDF file shall be sent to the Napa County fire Marshal’s Office. 

 
17. Beneficial occupancy will not be granted until all fire department fire and life safety 

items have been installed, tested and finaled. 
 
18. Provide 100 feet of defensible space around all structures. 
 
19. Provide 10 feet of defensible space fire hazard reduction on both sides of all roadways 

of the facility. 
 
20. Fire apparatus access roads shall be designed and maintained to support the imposed 

loads of fire apparatus in all weather conditions. 
 



21. Designated fire lanes shall be painted red with white 4 inch high white letters to read 
”NO PARKING FIRE LANE-CVC22500.1” stenciled on the tops of the curbs every 30 
feet. 

 
22. Barricades shall be provided to protect any natural gas meter, fire hydrants, or other fire 

department control devices, which may be subject to vehicular damage. 
 
23. Technical assistance in the form of a Fire Protection Engineer or Consultant acceptable, 

and reporting directly to the Napa County Fire Marshal’s Office. The Fire protection 
Engineer or Consultant shall be provided by the applicant at no charge to the County for 
the following circumstances: 

a. Independent peer review of alternate methods proposals. 
 
24. Plans detailing compliance with the fire and life safety conditions of approval shall be 

submitted to the Napa County Fire Marshal’s Office for review and approval prior to 
building permit issuance and/or as described above. 

 
25. All post indicator valves and any other control valve for fire suppression systems shall 

be monitored off site by a Central Station or Remote receiving Station in accordance 
with NFPA 72 2010 edition.  

 
26. A complete set of building drawings and civil drawings shall be submitted to the Napa 

County Fire Marshal’s Office for plan review and approval prior to building permit 
issuance. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Pete Muñoa 
Fire Marshal 
 



 Department of Public Works 
 
 

1195 Third Street, Suite 101 
  Napa, CA 94559-3092 

www.countyofnapa.org/publicworks  
 

Main: (707) 253-4351 
Fax: (707) 253-4627 

 
Steven Lederer 

Director  

 
 

M EM O R AN D U M  
 

To: PBES Staff From: Rick Marshall 
Deputy Director of Public Works 

    
Date: March 14, 2016 Re: Caymus Winery 

P12-00221 

 
 

I am writing to provide Public Works’ perspective on two questions which have arisen during the 
past week.  These questions have arisen out of various discussions since my previous memos (May 19 
and November 6, 2015) as well as my email dated February 25, 2016.   

 
Intersection of SR 128 Rutherford Road/Conn Creek Road 
My notes from a meeting held July 7, 2015 in the PBES Conference Room indicate that the 

applicant was proposing to construct an improvement to this intersection on a voluntary basis, and 
would be including it in the Project Description as a benefit to traffic circulation in the vicinity of the 
project.  The improvement would reconfigure the existing “triangle” intersection into a more-standard “T” 
intersection.  The applicant provided a conceptual sketch of this configuration, which is attached for 
reference.  Present in the July 7 meeting were the applicant along with four representatives, as well as 
staff from PBES, County Counsel, and myself from Public Works. 

 
I am supportive of this improvement being constructed as a part of this project’s evaluation.  

This project generates a substantial amount of traffic and some sort of contribution like this, to the 
benefit of the circulation system of the area, should be included in the overall project. 

 
What has come to my attention recently is that there is a proposal by the applicant (which I have 

not seen in written form) that they would contribute funds to the County, for this Department to use in 
constructing the intersection reconfiguration.  Public Works is not in the business of constructing 
improvements on behalf of developers, whether the work is called a “mitigation measure” or not.  In 
addition, the Department has an extremely full workload right now and does not have the capacity to 
take this on.  

 
Left-Turn Lane at Northern Project Driveway 
On February 23, 2016, I received a request for a Road Exception, pursuant to the provisions of 

Section 3(G) of the Napa County Road & Street Standards, from Greg Swaffar of Summit Engineering, 
representing the applicant.  At that time, insufficient information had been provided to conclusively 
evaluate the request.  In my February 25 email, I suggested condition language which might be utilized 
to allow the evaluation of the Road Exception request to continue even after the Planning 
Commission’s consideration of the project. 

 
On March 7, 2016, I received additional information which was sufficient to complete my 

evaluation of the request for relief from compliance with the requirement to construct left-turn lane 
improvements at the northern project driveway on SR 128. 

http://www.co.napa.ca.us/publicworks










 
Based on the recent information provided, the required findings cannot be made and the 

request for a Road Exception is denied.  The construction of a left-turn lane at the northern project 
driveway continues to be recommended as a condition of approval, as I have indicated in all my 
correspondence on this project to date. 

 
Please contact me at Rick.Marshall@countyofnapa.org or call (707) 259-8381 if you have 

questions or need additional information. 
 

 
Enclosure – intersection improvement sketch from applicant’s representatives 

mailto:Rick.Marshall@countyofnapa.org


 Department of Public Works 
 
 

1195 Third Street, Suite 101 
  Napa, CA 94559-3092 

www.countyofnapa.org/publicworks  
 

Main: (707) 253-4351 
Fax: (707) 253-4627 

 
Steven Lederer 

Director  

 
 

M EM O R AN D U M  
 

To: PBES Staff From: Rick Marshall 
Deputy Director of Public Works 

    
Date: November 6, 2015 Re: Caymus Winery 

P12-00221 

 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the subject permit application.  I offer the following 
comments from the Department of Public Works: 

 
Left-Turn Lane required.  I have reviewed the information in the Focused Traffic Study for 

Caymus Winery, prepared by W-Trans and dated October 10, 2015.  The analysis is acceptable and I 
concur with the assumptions made, the methods used in the evaluation, and the conclusions reached.  
Based on information provided in the report, this project will require the installation of a left-turn lane on 
State Route 128 at the northern project access driveway.  The improvements shall be constructed in 
compliance with the Napa County Road & Street Standards and Caltrans standards.  Additional right-
of-way shall be dedicated to the public as necessary to encompass the improvements. 

 
Caltrans Encroachment Permit required.  The required left-turn lane improvements on State 

Route 128, a Caltrans-maintained road, will require an encroachment permit from that agency.   
 
County Encroachment Permit required.  The plans indicate a revised driveway connection to 

Conn Creek Road, a County-maintained road.  An encroachment permit will be required during the 
building permit phase.  Please contact the Roads office at (707) 944-0196 to initiate the encroachment 
permit process.   

 
More information on these is available at our website:  

http://www.countyofnapa.org/publicworks/roads/ 
 
More information needed.  More information is needed in the following areas, to complete this 

department’s review of the application.  As I noted in my memo of June 3, 2015, the previous traffic 
study recommended improvements at the intersection of State Route 128 and Conn Creek Road, but 
needed to clarify what specifically is being recommended.  The new study continues to recommend 
such improvements but has not really clarified anything.  I recommend the author provide a diagram 
depicting specific locations for landscaping and wayfinding signage as mentioned in this report. 

 
 Please contact me at Rick.Marshall@countyofnapa.org or call (707) 259-8381 if you have 
questions or need additional information. 

http://www.co.napa.ca.us/publicworks
http://www.countyofnapa.org/publicworks/roads/
mailto:Rick.Marshall@countyofnapa.org









