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INTER -OFFI CE MEMORANDUM  

 
 

TO:   Charlene Gallina   
   Conservation, Development and Planning Department   
   
FROM:  Brian Hampton 
   Fire Department 
   
DATE:   October 16, 2012 
    
   P12-00347  APN# 024-201-036 
 
Subject:  Diogenes Ridge Winery 
 
SITE ADDRESS: Brookside Drive 
 

The Napa County Fire Marshal’s Office has reviewed the Use Permit application to create a 
30,000 gallon per year winery. Winery improvements include the construction of a 5,800 
square foot wine cave used as a Type II cave with guided tours where fermentation and 
storage will take place as well; construction of a 2,660 square foot accessory building for 
tasting/retail and winery offices; a 1,600 square foot covered crush pad; wastewater treatment 
and winery marketing plan. We would like to recommend the following comments be 
incorporated as project conditions if the Planning Commission approves the project. 

 
1. All construction and use of the facility shall comply with all applicable standards, 

codes, regulations, and standards at the time of building permit issuance. 

 
2. All fire department access roads shall comply with Napa County Public Works Road and 

Street Standards. 
 

3. The numerical address of the facility shall be posted on the street side of the buildings 
visible from both directions and shall be a minimum of 4-inches in height on a 
contrasting background. Numbers shall be reflective and/or illuminated. 

 
4. All buildings over 3,600 square feet shall be equipped with an automatic fire sprinkler 

system conforming to NFPA 13 2010 edition with water flow monitoring to a Central 
Receiving Station. 

 



5. The required fire flow for this project is 200 gpm for a 60 minute duration at 20 psi 
residual pressure.  A UL listed fire pump conforming to NFPA 20, 2010 edition may be 
required to meet or exceed the required fire flow for the project. 
 

6. Provide 6,000 gallons of water dedicated for fire protection. Water storage for fire 
sprinkler systems shall be in addition to the water storage requirement for your fire flows 
and domestic use. 
 

7. Provide fire department access roads to within 150 feet of any exterior portion of the 
buildings. Fire department access roads shall be a minimum of 20 feet in width with a 
14 foot clear vertical clearance. 

 
8. The TYPE II wine cave will require the installation of a manual and automatic fire alarm 

system throughout the cave. 
 

9. Blue dot reflectors shall be installed 12-inches off centerline in front of all fire hydrants. 
 

10. All fire hydrants shall be painted chrome/safety yellow. 
 

11. Approved steamer fire hydrants shall be installed within 250 feet of any exterior portion 
of the building as measured along approved vehicular access roads. Private fire service 
mains shall be installed, tested and maintained per NFPA 24 2010 edition. 

 
12. Currently serviced and tagged 2A10BC fire extinguishers shall be mounted 31/2’ to 5 

feet to the top of the extinguisher within 75 feet of travel distance from any portion of the 
facility. 

 
13. All exit doors shall open without the use of a key or any special knowledge or effort. 

 
14. Install illuminated exit signs throughout the buildings and caves per the California 

Building Code 2010 edition. 
 

15. Install emergency back-up lighting throughout the buildings per the California Building 
Code 2010 edition. 

 
16. Install laminated 11” x 17” site plans and building drawings in the existing KNOX 

CABINET. Two Master keys to all exterior doors shall be provided in the KNOX 
CABINET.  
 

17. Beneficial occupancy will not be granted until all fire department issues have been 
inspected, tested and finaled. 
 

18. Provide 100 feet of defensible space around all structures. 
 

19. Provide 10 feet of defensible space for 10 feet on both sides of driveway entrances. 
 

20. Fire apparatus access roads shall be designed and maintained to support the imposed 
loads of fire apparatus in all weather conditions. 
 



21. Fire lanes shall be painted red with white 4 inch high white letters to read ”NO 
PARKING FIRE LANE-CVC22500.1” stenciled on the tops of the curbs every 30 feet. 
 

22. Barricades shall be provided to protect any natural gas meter, fire hydrants, or other fire 
department control devices, which may be subject to vehicular damage. 
 

23. Technical assistance in the form of a Fire Protection Engineer or Consultant acceptable, 
and reporting directly to the Napa County Fire Marshal’s Office. The Fire protection 
Engineer or Consultant shall be provided by the applicant at no charge to the County for 
the following circumstances: 
a. Independent peer review of alternate methods proposals. 

 
24. Plans detailing compliance with the fire and life safety conditions of approval shall be 

submitted to the Napa County Fire Marshal’s Office for review and approval prior to 
building permit issuance and/or as described above. 

 
25. All post indicator valves and any other control valve for fire suppression systems shall 

be monitored off site by a Central Station or Remote receiving Station in accordance 
with NFPA 72 2010 edition.  
 

26. A complete set of building drawings and civil drawings shall be submitted to the Napa 
County Fire Marshal’s Office for plan review and approval prior to building permit 
issuance. 
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