CALIFORNIA ELECTIONS CODE

SECTION 9162 FILING ARGUMENTS 
The board of supervisors or any member or members of the board authorized by the board, or any individual voter who is eligible to vote on the measure, or bona fide association of

citizens, or any combination of these voters and associations may file a written argument for or against any county measure.  No argument shall exceed 300 words in length.  The county elections official shall cause an argument for and an argument against the measure, and the analysis of the measure, to be printed, and shall enclose a copy of both arguments preceded by the analysis with each sample ballot.  The printed arguments and the analysis are "official

matter" within the meaning of Section 13303.

The following statement shall be printed on the front cover, or if none, on the heading of the first page, of the printed arguments:  "Arguments in support of or in opposition to the proposed laws are the opinions of the authors."

Printed arguments submitted to voters in accordance with this section shall be titled either "Argument In Favor Of Measure ____" or "Argument Against Measure ____," accordingly, the blank spaces being filled in only with the letter or number, if any, which designates the measure.  At the discretion of the county elections official, the word "Proposition" may be substituted for the word "Measure" in the titles.  Words used in the title shall not be counted when determining the length of any argument.

SECTION 9166 SELECTION OF ARGUMENTS 

If more than one argument for or more than one argument against any county measure is submitted to the county elections official within the time prescribed, the county elections official shall select one of the arguments in favor and one of the arguments against the measure for printing and distribution to the voters. In selecting the argument the county elections official shall give preference and priority in the order named to the arguments of the following:

(a)
The board of supervisors, or member or members of the board authorized by the board.

(b)
The individual voter, or bona fide association of citizens, or combination of voters and associations, who are the bona fide sponsors or proponents of the measure.

(c)
Bona fide associations of citizens.

(d) Individual voters who are eligible to vote on the measure.

SECTION 9164. NAMES OF PERSONS SUBMITTING; NUMBER IN PAMPHLET

A ballot argument shall not be accepted under this article unless accompanied by the printed name and signature or printed names and signatures of the person or persons submitting it, or, if submitted on behalf of an organization, the name of the organization and the printed name and signature of at least one of its principal officers.

No more than five signatures shall appear with any argument submitted under this article. In case any argument is signed by more than five persons, the signatures of the first five shall be printed.

SECTION 9. COUNTY OF WORDS 

(a) Counting of words, for purposes of this code, shall be as follows:

(1) Punctuation is not counted.

(2) Each word shall be counted as one word except as specified in this section.

(3) All geographical names shall be considered as one word; for example, "City and County of San Francisco" shall be counted as one word.

(4) Each abbreviation for a word, phrase, or expression shall be counted as one word.

(5) Hyphenated words that appear in any generally available standard reference dictionary, published in the United States at any time within the 10 calendar years immediately preceding the election for which the words are counted, shall be considered as one word. Each part of all other hyphenated words shall be counted as a separate word.

(6) Dates consisting of a combination of words and digits shall be counted as two words. Dates consisting only of a combination of digits shall be counted as one word.

(7) Any number consisting of a digit or digits shall be considered as one word. Any number which is spelled, such as "one," shall be considered as a separate word or words. "One" shall be counted as one word whereas "one hundred" shall be counted as two words. "100" shall be counted as one word.

(8) Telephone numbers shall be counted as one word.

(9) Internet web site addresses shall be counted as one word.


(b) This section shall not apply to counting words for ballot designations under Section 13107.
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