



DRAFT Activity Pool Guidance Policy 
Title 22 California Code of Regulations (CCR) Section 65501(a)  defines a Swimming Pool or Pool as “an artificial basin, chamber or tank used, or intended to be used, for public swimming, diving or recreative bathing . . .”.  Section 65501 (c) defines a Special Use Pool as a pool “designed and used exclusively for a single purpose such as wading, instruction, diving, competition or medical treatment . . .”. The purpose of these guidelines is to recognize Activity Pools as a type of Special Use Pool designed and used for the purpose of limited water activities, and to adopt Guidelines for permitting such Special Use Pools in the absence of specific State regulation.  Activity Pools are generally utilized and designed for limited wading activities by younger children where the children do not submerge themselves underwater. Activity Pools are unsuitable for normal pool activities such as swimming and diving. Features commonly associated with Activity Pools include shallow depths and incorporation of  one or more of the following:  ladders, climbable bars, ropes, chutes, bubblers, fountains or similar devices.  
Scope:  

The provisions of these guidelines shall apply to the construction, installation, or alteration of Activity Pools.  As allowed pursuant to  Title 24 CCR Section 3105B.1, the enforcing agency (in this case the Department of Environmental Management) may approve an alternate equipment, material, or method of construction provided it finds that the proposed design is satisfactory and complies with the provisions of Chapter 31B and that the equipment, material, method or work is for the purpose intended and at least equivalent of that prescribed in suitability, strength, effectiveness, fire resistance, durability, safety and sanitation.  As such, these guidelines have been prepared to address the differences between conventional pools and Activity Pools and include additional health and safety requirements for Activity Pools where the current codes are silent or inapplicable. All provisions of Article 5 of Chapter 5 of Part 10 of Division 104 (commencing with section 116025) of the Health and Safety Code and Chapter 20 of Title 22 and Chapter 31B of Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations shall apply unless specifically addressed by these guidelines. 
Requirements:

1. A plan review and approval is required by the Department of Environmental Management, prior to construction.

2. All parts of the Activity Pool must be designed, constructed, maintained and operated so there are no slip, trip or fall hazards or other conditions that pose a safety hazard.  Structural, mechanical, electrical and environmental hazards must be eliminated or reduced to an acceptable level through proper design.  Because there are many situations that could create this type of a hazard, this must be considered by the designer for each feature individually and for the pool as a whole.  The Department of Environmental Management will review each feature individually as well as the pool as a whole during the plan review process.  

3. A licensed design professional, familiar with water feature/water park design, shall have the responsibility for the safe design and construction of Activity Pools.

4. All structural elements of Activity Pools that affect the public health and safety shall be inspected for safe operation and maintenance by the facility owner or a registered professional.  The inspection shall be conducted on at least an annual basis, and a copy of the report shall be provided to the enforcing agency.

5. Landscaping shall be designed so that dirt, vegetation, runoff and other foreign materials do not enter the Activity Pool.
6. Spray features shall be operated so that the spray does not impair visibility and the lifeguard(s) can clearly see through the spray.  If a feature creates the solid sheet of water such that visibility is impaired, the feature shall be valved down to eliminate a solid sheet and to allow for visibility under the spray.  If a feature creates excessive bubbles due to splash and impairs visibility near the feature, the feature shall be valved down to minimize splash and restore visibility.  As an option, a Variable Frequency Drive (VFD) may be installed on water features and circulating pumps and the VFD may be adjusted to adequately address these issues rather than valving down. 
7. First aid kit(s) sized to serve the number of pool occupants shall be provided.

8. A lifeguard safety plan shall be reviewed by a qualified risk assessment company with experience in the waterpark venue and submitted to the Department that includes lifeguard stationing and areas of responsibility.  The plan shall include and give consideration to conditions such as pool depths, wave action, line of sight, pool user load, training procedures, emergency procedures, lifeguard rotation and other special conditions that affect the safety of pool users.  Lifeguards, in sufficient number, shall receive periodic training in the recognition and prevention of safety hazards at the Activity Pool where they are stationed.  Lifeguards shall be located to provide a response time to all pool users which shall not exceed 20 seconds, with a minimum of one guard per pool.

9. All components of the Activity Pool must be designed, constructed and installed so that they do not create a safety hazard.  Nozzles that spray from the pool surface must be flush with the pool surface, with openings no greater than one-half inch.  

10. Projections and recessed areas may be permitted provided they do not contribute to trip, entanglement, entrapment or abrasion hazards.  There shall be no underwater obstructions beyond the minimum support system needed to safely anchor a water feature (such as the pole).  If more than one installation technique or brand of feature is available, the one resulting in the less hazardous obstruction, projection or recessed area will be required. 
11. A zero water depth may be allowed as long as perimeter overflow skimming is provided along the entire section with the zero water depth.  If it can be shown that an alternative skimming proposal will accomplish the same goal as perimeter overflow skimming, an alternative method of construction, as allowed pursuant to   Title 24 CCR Section 3105B, may be considered.  Such alternative method shall be designed by an engineer licensed by the State of California with experience in Activity Pool or Swimming Pool design.  The proposal must demonstrate that equivalent skimming will be provided at the zero entry.  Such alternative methods, if approved, will be conditional on performance.  If the alternative methods do not function or perform as designed and there is a visible problem with the surface skimming as constructed, a plan to correct the deficiencies will be required and such corrective measures (upon approval by the enforcing agency) must be implemented.
12. The recirculation system must be on a separate loop and not hydraulically interconnected with the jet spray pump(s).

13. The attraction pump(s) and recirculation pump must be electrically interconnected so the attractions cannot be operated when the recirculation pump is not in operation.

14. The turnover rate shall not exceed 30 minutes for pools less than 5,000 gallons.  Activity Pools over 5,000 gallons shall maintain a turnover rate of 1 hour provided water clarity is maintained.
15. A surge tank is required unless it is demonstrated that the initial surge created by starting all features and the circulation system simultaneously will  (1) not drop the operational water level of the pool to below the skimming or perimeter overflow systems or (2) create a situation wherein the pumping inlets fail to remain wet during operation. 
16. If a surge tank is proposed, it must be designed so the intake from the jet spray pump is not located in the immediate vicinity of the suction intake of the recirculation pump.  The intake from the jet spray pump must be located as close as possible to the recirculation return line.  The suction intake from the recirculation pump must be located in the lowest portion of the surge tank.  The surge tank must be designed to have easy access for cleaning and inspection.
17. A free chlorine residual of at least 3.0 ppm must be maintained at all times any of the water features are in operation.  A separate point-source chlorinator may be required on the jet spray piping if a proper free chlorine residual cannot be maintained throughout jet spray system.

18. An emergency shut-off switch must be provided for all features and shall be located within five (5) to fifteen (15) feet of the Activity Pool.  The emergency shut-off switch shall be clearly marked and easily visible.  
19. Water features must be located where the water depth is a maximum of 18 inches deep and the depth must remain a maximum of 18 inches for six feet from the outer spray area of the water features.    
20. Activity pools that exceed 18 inches in depth must have a four-inch wide, non-slip tile line of contrasting color across the bottom of the pool where the water depth is 18 inches, along with flush mounted devices with a safety rope and buoys fastened across the pool at the 18 inch water depth.  Handholds are required on the sidewalls where the water depth exceeds 18 inches.  Maximum depth of an Activity Pool shall be 42”.
21. Signs shall be posted with language equivalent to the Centers for Disease Control recommendations for reducing the incidence of recreational water illness, clearly visible from the Activity Pool and the deck surrounding it (see attached notice).
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