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August 1, 2006
The Honorable Judy Chu
Chair, Assembly Committee on Appropriations
State Capitol, Room 2114

Sacramento, CA 95814
Re: Support for SB 1733, Water Quality – Civil Penalties.
Dear Chair Chu,
I write on behalf of the Napa County Board of Supervisors to express our unanimous support for SB 1733, Water Quality – Civil Penalties.  
Implementation of the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act has had some unintended consequences for publicly owned, rural wastewater treatment facilities in small communities.  A number of rural wastewater treatment facilities, which have been unable to invest in the infrastructure needed to comply with the act's clean water mandates due to lack of funds, have been subject to repeated fines by local water quality control boards for wastewater discharge violations.  In essence, funds that could have paid for new infrastructure have instead been used to pay discharge fines.  

SB 1733 will provide some fiscal relief from this situation for publicly owned, rural wastewater treatment facilities by amending the act's mandatory minimum penalty requirements to provide greater flexibility to the state board and regional water quality boards when imposing fines on treatment facilities in small, rural communities.   SB 1733 will help move small communities closer to compliance with existing water quality standards.  We urge your support for this vital legislation.

Sincerely,

Bill Dodd

Chair, Board of Supervisors

BD: awc
cc:
The Honorable Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger



Napa County Board of Supervisors (e-mail)

The Honorable Sam Aanestad





Nancy Watt, County Executive Officer (e-mail)

The Honorable Wesley Chesbro





Andrew Carey, County Executive Office (e-mail)
The Honorable Noreen Evans





Don Peterson, Peterson Consulting, Inc. (e-mail)

James Keene, California State Association of Counties (CSAC) (e-mail)

Brent Harrington, Regional Council of Rural Counties (RCRC) (e-mail)
Patricia Megason, Regional Council of Rural Counties (RCRC) (e-mail)




Robert Peterson, Napa County Director of Public Works (e-mail)



