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Nara County FARM B DEF 30 2005

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
NAPA COUNTY

Decetnber 30, 2005

Napa County Conservation, Development and Planning Commission
1185 Third Street
Napa, CA 94559

RE: Montalcino Golf Course Use Permit modification and Subsequent EIR -approval
Dear Chairman Fiddaman & Commissioncrs,

Napa County Farm Bureau has reviewed the Responsc to Comments on the Draft Subsequent
Enviropmental Impact Repott for the Montaleino Golf Course and well as the staff report dated
174/06. Again, we strongly urge the Planning Commission to require mitigation for the direct and
indirect itpacts of the loss of 200+ acres of ag land, which is currently categorized as either
Prime Farmland or Farmland of Statewide Importance.

While the staff report is correct that the Jand is not currently farmed, that is only because the
previous cattic grazing lease was terminated by Napa Sanitation District. The State Department of
Conservation uses the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) soils survey as the
primary source for mapping decisions. The raap is revised every two years using aerial
photography, comments from reviewing agencies and ficldwork as necessary. The agricultural
*land designations for the Montaleino golf course property were not “coincideatal”, and while the
property is not actively farmed now, it still remaing viable agricultural land suitable for grazing or
viticuliure. '
Ihave enclosed the summary of the 2002-2004 Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Report for
Napa County, as well as the Fmportant Fartland definitions. If the conversion of this agticultural
fesource is desirable or unavojdable, then we wrge the Commission to require mitigation as

recommended by the State Departrnent of Conservation’s DEIR comment lctter (dated 8/22/05).
We suggest a donation to the Napa County Laod Trust as a reasonable miti gation measure,

Thavk you for the opportunity to cminnent.

Sincerely,

Sandy Elles
Exceutive Director

ce: Napa County Farm Bureau Dirsetors

811 Jefferson Street Napa, Calijornia 94559  Telephone 707-224-5403  Fox 707-224-7836
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Farmiand Mapping and Monitoring Program
Map Categories, Critarla, and Uses

Important Farmland Categories

About 90% of the FMMPs sfudy ared is covered by US Department of Agricuiture {UEDA) moedern soil surveys. A classﬂicaﬁ.nn system |hat| combines
technical soil ratings and current fand use Is the basis for the Important Farmiand Maps of these lands. (1 areas where fo soil SUFVEY is available, o
serigs of Interirm Farmiand definitions have been developed to allow land use monitoring untl solls data becomes aveilable,
3 IMFORTANT FARMLAND MAP CATEGORIES
The colors any lefters ahove are used io dapict categorios dageribed balow., :
The minimum mapping ot for all categorios is 16 scres un!eads spgfgﬁu;rm Sraller units of land are incorporated inlo (e strounding map
Essifications.

Prime Farmland (P

Farmland with the(bést combination of physical and ehemical features able to sustain long term agricultural production. This land has tha soil Guality,
growing season, and moisture supply needed to produce sustzinad high yields, Land must have bean ysed far irfigated egricutiural production at
some time during the four yvaars prior to tha mapping date. Dawnload information on the Soils qualifying for Prime Farmland, Mora general
trfarmation on the definiti ime Fargland is also avaliable.

Farmland of Statewide importance {S) ' . .
Farmiand simitar to Prime Farmiand but with minor shorteomings, such as greater slopes or lass ability fo store soil moisture. Land must have beer -

used for frigated agricultural production at some time during the four years prior to the mapping date. Dawnioad information on the soils auallfying for
E dof 5 I A
Unique Farmiand {Lf) :

Farriland of lesser quality solls used for the production of the stata's leading agricultural erops. This tand is usually irigated, but may include
nonirtigatad orchards or vineyards as found in sema climatic zones |n California. Land must have been crapped at soma time during the four years
prior to the mapping date, .
Farmiand of Local Importance (L)
Land of importznca to the local agreultural economy as detarmined by aach county's board of supervisors and a local advisory committse. Download
a complete set of the Farmiand of Loeal importagee definiions in PLIF farmat,
Grazing Land (3)
Land on which the existing vegetation Is suited to the grazing of livestock. Thig category was developed in coeperation with the Califoria Cattiemen's
Assuciation, Univerzity of California Cooperative Extension, and other groups intarestad in the extant of grazing activities. The minimum mapping it
for Grazing Land is 40 acres. ‘
lirban and Built-up Land (D)
Land peoupied by structures with a building density of at least 1 unit o 1.5 acras, or approximately 6 structures to a 10-acre parcel. This land is used
for residential, Industrial, commercial, corstryction, institutional, public adminfstration, railroad and other transportation yards, cemeteries, aimports,
galf courses, sanitary landfills, sewage treatmert, water contral structures, and other developed purposes. '
Other Land {X)
Land not inciuded in any other Mmapping category. Common axamples include Jow density rural davelopiments; brush, timber, wetland, ang riparian
areas not sultable for livestack grazing; corifined livestock, poulivy or aquaculture faclities; strip mines, borrow pits; and water bodias smaller than
forty acres. Vacant and nonagricultural land sumounded on all sides by urbzn davelopment ang greater than 40 acres Is mapped as Other Land,
Beginning in 2002, the pilot Rural Land Mappina Project provides more detsil on the distribution of various land uses within the Other Land category
ifi four San Joaquin Valley counties. :
Water (W)
Parennial water bodies with an extent of at least 40 acres.
OPTIONAL DESIGNATION
Land Committed to Nonagrieultural Use
This catogory was develaped in couperation with lpcal government planning departments and counly boards of sugervisors during the public
workshop phase of the FMMR's development in 1982 Lend Committed to Nonagricultural Uss information is avaitable both statistically asd s= an
overlay lo the important fermiand information, Land Gommitiad o Neragriculture! Uss is defined ag existing farmland, grazing tand, and vecant areas
' which have & permanent comrmitment for development :
INTERIM FARMLAND MAF CATEGORIES
For farmed areas lacking modern soi survay Information and for which there Is expressed focal concern on the status of farmiand, the following
categories substitule for the categories of P, 8 U and L. THis has inclugded Butte, Colusa, and portians of Kern and Tulare Counties.. Wrth the
compietion of the Colusa and Western Tulare soif surveys (1998), only Butie and Kern counties continue fo have Interim Farmiand data.

Irrigated Facmland (i)
Croppeq iend with & developed imgation water supply that Is dependable and of adequate quality, Land must have been usad for irigated agricultural
production at seme time during the four yesars prior to the mapping date.
Non-irrigated Farmiang {N)
Land on which agricultural commodities are produced on a cantinuing or cydlic basis utllizing stored soll moisture.
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_n___rE_uDIz_h DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION

Division of Land Resource Protection

TABLE A-15
NAPA COUNTY
2002-2004 Land Use Converslon

Farmilarid Mapplrg and Monitaring Progeam

PART | BART i
County Summary and Change by Land Use Gategory Land Committed to Nonagricultural Use
T 2002-03 ACAEABE CHANGES —
: TOTAL ACGREAGE ACRES ACRES TOVAL HET TOTAL
LAND USE CATEGORY IRVENTORIED LOST QAINED ACREAGE | ACREAGE LAND USE CATEGORY ACREAGE
2002 {1} 2004 &) (23] CHAMGED | CHANGED 2004
Prire Farmiand 31,884 32 445 42 £ 1,238 552 Pelme Farm)and 46
Farrmlsnd of Statewtde Impartanse 9,595 9,792 188 257 465 9& Farmiand of Statewide Importahce 12
Unigque Farmland 17,9502 17,81 a5t TEl . TLEH 81 Unlque Farmtand a
|Farmland of Local imporiance 19,754 10,278 748 N3 1,041 438 Farmland of Lecal Imporiance 1,634
HMPORTANT FAHMLAND EUBTOTAL 79,206 78,328 2117 2,238 4,356 128 IMPORTANT FARMLAND SUBTOTAL 1,582
Q.nﬂ_._mﬂu..m?n 183,181 179,805 373 a7 A7g 276 QEEE Land 107
AGRICULTURAL LAND SUBTOTAL 269,087 269,233 2480 2,336 4,825 -154 AGRICULTURAL LAND SUETOTAL 1,798
jUrban and Bulit-up Land 21,397 22,295 28 Br4 800 44 Wrban and Buillt-up Land i
Othar Land 202,576 204,982 1,250 656 1,808 ~594 Ciber Land 126
Watar Arsd 22,395 22,396 0 1] [ ] Water Aran ol
TOTAL AREM INVENTQRIEE 505,858 505,456 3,766 3,766 7552 0 TOTAL ACREAGE REPQRTED 1,825
PARYIll Land Use Conversion from 2002 to 2004
Farmland of Farmlond of Subtolal Total Utban and Tolal
LAND USE CATEGDRY Prima Stalewids Uninua - 1 ocal Important Grazing Agdcultaral Bullbup Othor Walor Converded To
Farmland Imporiance Fareland Impotance Farmiant Land Land Land Land Area Another Usg

Prime Farmiand to: - 1 3 irt 175 L] 178 32 1zp 1] oaa2
jFarmiand of Statewida impoctance to: 2 - a 108 112 0 112 20 54 0 " 1es
‘Undqua Farmiand (2) to 586 k(] - 16 526 a4 620 " 217 0 a5
Farmiand of Lecal importante 10! 295 185 1 - 4§78 3 482 128 kL] 4] 738
IWPORTANT FARMLAND SUBTOTAL T2 199 6 £95 1202 a7 1,388 251 4F7 | 2417
Grazing Land - e 3 2 251 ] . B5B - 256 42 75 ") 173
AGRICULTYURAL LAND SUBTOTAL TaE 201 257 295 1548 g7 1,645 203 552 4 2,490
Urcen snd Butit-up Land o t4 0 1) 8 28 /] z - ] 0 26
Ethar Land o 85 81 503 '} BBE o 0] 581 - a 4,250
Yiatar Area i} 0 Q ! 0 [1] o 1] 4] [ -~ H
TOTAL ACREAGE CONVERTED to: 594 —_— 202 TGl 303 2,258 a7 2,336 1] SB6 Q 3765
{1) Due 1o the [ncorporation of en updated digital soli survey date (SSURGD} during this updale, screages for tarmlend, grazing and other land use calegories may ditfer from

those published [n the 2000-Z032 Calilornie Fermiend Converslos Reporl. :

{2} Converglon to Prime Fermband due 10 the replacement of nonfrrigated vineyards with trrigaded ones, primarlly on the Napa Yalley Boor.

NAPA COUNTY




3418 Scenic Drive
Napa, Ca
94558

707-253-7060

9/30/2005

Napa County

Planning Division

1195 Third Street, Suite 210
Napa, Ca

94559

94559-0660

Montalcino at Napa Resort
APN: 057-010-036

For the attention of the Planning Division

We cannot support this project for the following reasons:
We fell that Napa County has too many golf courses already, this uses valuable land that
should be used for other results that Napa County needs.

The locals will not benefit from this project. There will be no public park or access to this
site. There will be extra traffic on the roads. Will the developer upgrade the roads or will
the general public have to pay?

Where will this project get its water? Will the golf course have to pay to run a water line
to the treatment plant 1o use recycled water?

The golf course will spray more chemicals to treat the grass, what effect wills this have
on environment? ‘

Will the existing overhead utilizes (PG&E, SBC, and Comcast) be under grounded at the
developers expense? Will solar power be required to power this clubhouse?

We would appreciate a response in writing to all of our concerns.
Thank you.

Regg@dg? coe
Patrick an%\o%/\«, _ RN I



