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chapter 3
Findings of Fact Regarding Impacts

3.1 Significant Unavoidable Adverse Impacts

The Draft EIR/EIS described that direct significant impacts attributable to the NBWRP can either be avoided through project design or if unavoidable, can be reduced to a less-than-significant level through mitigation measures identified in the Draft EIR/EIS. Indirect, or secondary, impacts related to growth under the adopted General Plans within the project area may remain significant, and unavoidable for specific issue areas.
Chapter 5 Growth
Impact 5.1 Secondary Effects of Growth 

Impact 5.1: The NBWRP would provide recycled water for urban, agricultural, and environmental uses, and as such, would contribute to the provision of adequate water supply XE "Water Supply"  to support a level of growth XE "Growth"  that is consistent with the amount planned and approved within the General Plans of the affected cities within Marin, Sonoma, And Napa Counties and the General Plans for Marin, Sonoma and Napa Counties. No appreciable growth in population or employment would occur as a direct result of construction or operation of the proposed facilities. However, development under the General Plans accommodated by the proposed project would result in secondary environmental effects, which include effects that would be significant and unavoidable. 

Mitigation Applicable to Napa County. 

Mitigation Applicable to Napa SD. 

Mitigation Not Applicable to LGVSD/NMWD, Novato SD/NMWD, and SVCSD.
The following mitigation measure was identified for projects occurring in Napa County. 

Mitigation Measure 5-1a: In order to maintain consistency with the Napa County General Plan, Napa County and Napa SD will approve the MST Local Options 1 and/or 2. This will provide approximately 530 AFY of recycled water that would be available for the existing users in the MST area. Trunk facilities may accommodate service of up to 1,400 AFY to existing agricultural irrigators only. Any expansion of service beyond the 1,400 AFY or provision of service to new land use XE "Land Use" s would be subject to approval by the County Planning Department and the Napa County Board of Supervisors. 

Findings
Based on the Final EIR/EIS and the entire record before the Napa County, including the County environmental documents referenced in the Draft EIR/EIS, the Board finds that the provision of recycled water within its service area under the NBWRP, while consistent with water supply planning within the service areas, would enable growth under the approved General Plans within each service area to occur, and as such, would contribute to secondary effects of growth associated with buildout under approved General Plans. Some of these secondary effects of growth may remain significant and unavoidable within the Napa County service area, and a Statement of Overriding Consideration for these impacts was adopted by the Board of Supervisors.  The Board finds, in accordance with CEQA Section 15091(a)(3), that specific economic, legal, social, technological, or other considerations, including provisions of employment opportunities for highly trained workers, make infeasible the mitigation measures or project alternatives identified in the EIR/EIS.  (See also Section 6). 
Rationale
As discussed in the Draft EIR/EIS, no appreciable growth in population or employment would occur as a direct result of the proposed project. However, provision of recycled water supply would assist in the provision of adequate water supplies to support planned development under the approved General Plan within Napa County. Buildout under the General Plan would include secondary effects to the environment, as identified in the Napa County General Plan EIR and summarized in the Draft EIR/EIS. Some of these impacts, including conflicts with agricultural zoning and Williamson Act contracts, consistency with air quality regulations, impacts from seismic related ground failure, impacts to water supply and water quality would remain significant and unavoidable, even after the implementation of mitigation measures. The Napa County Board of Supervisors has made a Findings of Fact and a Statement of Overriding Considerations regarding these impacts as part of the approval process for the Napa County General Plan EIR. 
Implementation of Mitigation Measure 5-1a, which limits the provision of recycled water to a level consistent with the land uses that are in turn consistent with the General Plan, would ensure that the project would not directly induce growth beyond that envisioned under the General Plan.  In addition, as noted in the Draft EIR/EIS, any development within the MST Area would be required to comply with existing County requirements, and growth, such that these effects would remain consistent with the General Plan.
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