














From: Steve Abbs
To: Gallina, Charlene
Cc: Jones, Julie (Perkins Coie)
Subject: Truchard Family Winery Project - Davidon Comments
Date: Tuesday, September 19, 2017 7:49:29 AM
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Hi Charlene,
 
Please see the attached letter regarding the Truchard Family Winery Project.  I would appreciate this
 being part of the record and distributed to the Planning Commissioners.   Please let me know if you
 have any questions.
 
Thanks,
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Truchard Family Winery Use Permit and Variance Mitigated Negative Declaration 

 

 

Dear Ms. Gallina: 

 

Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the 

environmental review process for the Truchard Family Winery Use Permit and Variance.  In 

tandem with the Metropolitan Transportation Commission’s (MTC) Sustainable Communities 

Strategy (SCS), Caltrans’ mission signals a modernization of our approach to evaluate and 

mitigate impacts to the State Transportation Network (STN). Caltrans’ Strategic Management 

Plan 2015-2020 aims to reduce Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) by tripling bicycle and doubling 

both pedestrian and transit travel by 2020. Our comments are based on the August 17, 2017 

Mitigated Negative Declaration. 

 

Project Understanding 

 

Based on documents received from the Lead Agency, the nature of the project, which is located 

on agricultural lands approximately two miles from Caltrans facilities including State Route (SR) 

12, SR 121, and SR 29 is as follows.  Approval of a Use Permit to allow the construction of a 

new 100,000 gallon winery with the following characteristics: 

a. Construction of a 33,702 sf winery building and a 1,200 sf attached covered crush pad; 

b. Tours and tastings by appointment with a maximum of 40 visitors per weekday and 60 

visitors on weekends/holidays for a maximum weekly total of 320 visitors; 

c. A marketing program, which consists of two (2) events per month for up to 30 people and 

four (4) annual events for up to 150 people. Portable restrooms to be provided for events 

over 90 people; 

d. Establishment of commercial catering kitchen for food and wine pairing activities; 

e. Provision of food and wine pairings for the tours and tastings; 
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f. Employment of four (4) full time and three (3) part time employees; 

g. Establishment of hours of operation: visitation 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m., and non-harvest 

production 8:30 a.m.- 5:30 p.m.; 

h. On premises consumption of wines produced on site within the winery building and 

adjacent patio areas in accordance with Business and Professions Code Sections 23358, 

23390 and 23396.5 (AB2004-Evans); 

i. Construction of 13 parking spaces; 

j. Improvement of the southern existing driveway dedicated to winery visitors in 

conformance with the Napa County Road and Street Standards. The northern driveway to 

be dedicated for agricultural purposes, employees and production activities of the winery; 

k. Construction of a new entry gate for the southern driveway; 

l. Replacement of the existing wooden bridge with a clear span bridge in compliance with 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife and Napa County Conservation Regulations; 

m. Construction of an on-site wastewater system with disposal of treated wastewater on 

vineyards on the adjacent 26 acre parcel (APN: 043-040-003); 

n. On-site water storage tanks and utilizing the existing connection to the Congress Valley 

Water Department and/or well on the adjacent parcel (APN 043-061-022). 

 

Lead Agency 
 

As the Lead Agency, the County of Napa is responsible for all project mitigation, including any 

needed improvements to the STN. The project’s fair share contribution, financing, scheduling, 

implementation responsibilities and lead agency monitoring should be fully discussed for all 

proposed mitigation measures.  

 

Travel Demand Analysis 

Please submit a travel demand analysis that provides VMT analysis resulting from the proposed 

project. With the enactment of Senate Bill (SB) 743, Caltrans is focusing on transportation 

infrastructure that supports smart growth and efficient development to ensure alignment with 

State policies through the use of efficient development patterns, innovative travel demand 

reduction strategies, multimodal improvements, and VMT as the primary transportation impact 

metric. Please ensure that the travel demand analysis includes: 

 A vicinity map, regional location map, and site plan clearly showing project access in 

relation to the STN. Ingress and egress for all project components should be clearly 

identified. Clearly identify the State right-of-way (ROW). Project driveways, local roads 

and intersections, car/bike parking, and transit facilities should be mapped. 

 A VMT analysis pursuant to the City’s guidelines or, if the City has no guidelines, the 

Office of Planning and Research’s Draft Guidelines. Projects that result in automobile 

VMT per capita greater than 15% below existing (i.e. baseline) city-wide or regional 

values for similar land use types may indicate a significant impact. If necessary, 

mitigation for increasing VMT should be identified. Mitigation should support the use of 

transit and active transportation modes. Potential mitigation measures that include the 
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requirements of other agencies such as Caltrans are fully enforceable through permit 

conditions, agreements, or other legally-binding instruments under the control of the City. 

 A schematic illustration of walking, biking and auto conditions at the project site and 

study area roadways. Potential safety issues for all road users should be identified and 

fully mitigated.   

 The project’s primary and secondary effects on pedestrians, bicycles, disabled travelers 

and transit performance should be evaluated, including countermeasures and trade-offs 

resulting from mitigating VMT increases. Access to pedestrians, bicycle, and transit 

facilities must be maintained 

 

Special Event Planning 

 

Travel demand estimates should be supported by documentation that includes assumptions and 

methodology.  Additionally, documentation of existing and planned parking facilities should be 

provided.  This includes graphics that delineate all parking, as well as documentation regarding 

the specific plans for event shuttles, valet parking, and traffic control for events. The travel 

demand analysis should include analysis on the cumulative impacts associated with events at this 

and nearby wineries as well as parking accommodations for large events. 

 

Measures should be taken to understand and mitigate cumulative and significant impacts of this 

and other wineries hosting special events.  Examples of these measures include the development 

of an event traffic control plan and the establishment of a regional body to coordinate and 

facilitate travel demand reduction measures associated with both regular winery operations and 

special events.  Analysis should identify residual impacts assuming all mitigation and avoidance 

measures have been applied. 

 

Transportation Management Plan 

Where vehicular, bicycle, and pedestrian traffic may be impacted during the construction of the 

proposed project requiring traffic restrictions and detours, such as on SR 12, SR 121, and SR 29, 

a Caltrans-approved Transportation Management Plan (TMP) is required. Pedestrian access 

through the construction zone must comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 

regulations (see Caltrans’ Temporary Pedestrian Facilities Handbook for maintaining pedestrian 

access and meeting ADA requirements during construction at: 

www.dot.ca.gov/hq/construc/safety/Temporary_Pedestrian_Facilities_Handbook.pdf) (see also 

Caltrans’ Traffic Operations Policy Directive 11-01 “Accommodating Bicyclists in Temporary 

Traffic Control Zones” at: www.dot.ca.gov/trafficops/policy/11-01.pdf). All curb ramps and 

pedestrian facilities located within the limits of the project are required to be brought up to 

current ADA standards as part of this project. The TMP must also comply with the requirements 

of corresponding jurisdictions. For further TMP assistance, please contact the Caltrans District 4 

Office of Traffic Management Operations at (510) 286-4579. Further traffic management 

information is available at the following website: 

www.dot.ca.gov/hq/traffops/trafmgmt/tmp_lcs/index.htm. 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/construc/safety/Temporary_Pedestrian_Facilities_Handbook.pdf
http://www.dot.ca.gov/trafficops/policy/11-01.pdf
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/traffops/trafmgmt/tmp_lcs/index.htm
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Vehicle Trip Reduction 
 

From Caltrans’ Smart Mobility 2010: A Call to Action for the New Decade, the project site is 

identified as Place Type 5b: Rural Settlements and Agricultural Lands, where location 

efficiency factors, such as community design, are very low and regional accessibility is low. 

Given the size of the project, it should include a robust Transportation Demand Management 

(TDM) Program to reduce VMT and greenhouse gas emissions. Such measures will be critical in 

order to facilitate efficient transportation access to and from the site and reduce transportation 

impacts associated with the project. The measures listed below will promote smart mobility and 

reduce regional VMT.  
 

 Project design to encourage walking, bicycling and convenient transit access; 

 Establishment of a shuttle service to transport visitors and employees; 

 Bicycle storage and repair facilities; 

 Charging stations and designated parking spaces for electric vehicles; 

 Participation/Formation in/of a Transportation Management Association (TMA) in 

partnership with other developments in the area; and 

 Aggressive trip reduction targets with Lead Agency monitoring and enforcement. 

 

For additional TDM options, please refer to the Federal Highway Administration’s Integrating 

Demand Management into the Transportation Planning Process: A Desk Reference (Chapter 8). 

The reference is available online at:  

http://www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/fhwahop12035/fhwahop12035.pdf. 

 

Transportation Impact Fees 
 

Please identify project-generated travel demand and estimate the costs of public transportation 

improvements necessitated by the proposed project; viable funding sources such as development 

and/or transportation impact fees should also be identified. We encourage a sufficient allocation 

of fair share contributions toward multi-modal and regional transit improvements to fully 

mitigate cumulative impacts to regional transportation. We also strongly support measures to 

increase sustainable mode shares, thereby reducing VMT. 

  

http://www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/fhwahop12035/fhwahop12035.pdf




From: Freedman, Jake@DOT
To: Gallina, Charlene
Cc: State.Clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov
Subject: Caltrans Comment Letter for Truchard Family Winery Use Permit and Variance Mitigated Negative Declaration
Date: Monday, September 18, 2017 5:18:47 PM
Attachments: 04-NAP-2017-00065_Truchard Family Winery MND_2017SEP18.pdf

Dear Ms. Gallina,
 
Please find the attached soft copy of the Caltrans comment letter regarding the Truchard Family
 Winery Use Permit and Variance Mitigated Negative Declaration.  The original letter has been
 mailed to you at 1195 Third Street, Suite 210, Napa, CA 94558. Thank you for including Caltrans in
 the environmental review process.  Should you have any questions regarding this letter or require
 any additional information, please feel free to contact me at (510) 286-5518 or
 Jake.Freedman@dot.ca.gov.
 
Thank you,
 
Jake Freedman
Transportation Planner
Local Development – Intergovernmental Review
(510) 286-5518
 

mailto:Jake.Freedman@dot.ca.gov
mailto:Charlene.Gallina@countyofnapa.org
mailto:State.Clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov
mailto:Jake.Freedman@dot.ca.gov
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Truchard Family Winery Use Permit and Variance Mitigated Negative Declaration 


 


 


Dear Ms. Gallina: 


 


Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the 


environmental review process for the Truchard Family Winery Use Permit and Variance.  In 


tandem with the Metropolitan Transportation Commission’s (MTC) Sustainable Communities 


Strategy (SCS), Caltrans’ mission signals a modernization of our approach to evaluate and 


mitigate impacts to the State Transportation Network (STN). Caltrans’ Strategic Management 


Plan 2015-2020 aims to reduce Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) by tripling bicycle and doubling 


both pedestrian and transit travel by 2020. Our comments are based on the August 17, 2017 


Mitigated Negative Declaration. 


 


Project Understanding 


 


Based on documents received from the Lead Agency, the nature of the project, which is located 


on agricultural lands approximately two miles from Caltrans facilities including State Route (SR) 


12, SR 121, and SR 29 is as follows.  Approval of a Use Permit to allow the construction of a 


new 100,000 gallon winery with the following characteristics: 


a. Construction of a 33,702 sf winery building and a 1,200 sf attached covered crush pad; 


b. Tours and tastings by appointment with a maximum of 40 visitors per weekday and 60 


visitors on weekends/holidays for a maximum weekly total of 320 visitors; 


c. A marketing program, which consists of two (2) events per month for up to 30 people and 


four (4) annual events for up to 150 people. Portable restrooms to be provided for events 


over 90 people; 


d. Establishment of commercial catering kitchen for food and wine pairing activities; 


e. Provision of food and wine pairings for the tours and tastings; 
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f. Employment of four (4) full time and three (3) part time employees; 


g. Establishment of hours of operation: visitation 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m., and non-harvest 


production 8:30 a.m.- 5:30 p.m.; 


h. On premises consumption of wines produced on site within the winery building and 


adjacent patio areas in accordance with Business and Professions Code Sections 23358, 


23390 and 23396.5 (AB2004-Evans); 


i. Construction of 13 parking spaces; 


j. Improvement of the southern existing driveway dedicated to winery visitors in 


conformance with the Napa County Road and Street Standards. The northern driveway to 


be dedicated for agricultural purposes, employees and production activities of the winery; 


k. Construction of a new entry gate for the southern driveway; 


l. Replacement of the existing wooden bridge with a clear span bridge in compliance with 


California Department of Fish and Wildlife and Napa County Conservation Regulations; 


m. Construction of an on-site wastewater system with disposal of treated wastewater on 


vineyards on the adjacent 26 acre parcel (APN: 043-040-003); 


n. On-site water storage tanks and utilizing the existing connection to the Congress Valley 


Water Department and/or well on the adjacent parcel (APN 043-061-022). 


 


Lead Agency 
 


As the Lead Agency, the County of Napa is responsible for all project mitigation, including any 


needed improvements to the STN. The project’s fair share contribution, financing, scheduling, 


implementation responsibilities and lead agency monitoring should be fully discussed for all 


proposed mitigation measures.  


 


Travel Demand Analysis 


Please submit a travel demand analysis that provides VMT analysis resulting from the proposed 


project. With the enactment of Senate Bill (SB) 743, Caltrans is focusing on transportation 


infrastructure that supports smart growth and efficient development to ensure alignment with 


State policies through the use of efficient development patterns, innovative travel demand 


reduction strategies, multimodal improvements, and VMT as the primary transportation impact 


metric. Please ensure that the travel demand analysis includes: 


 A vicinity map, regional location map, and site plan clearly showing project access in 


relation to the STN. Ingress and egress for all project components should be clearly 


identified. Clearly identify the State right-of-way (ROW). Project driveways, local roads 


and intersections, car/bike parking, and transit facilities should be mapped. 


 A VMT analysis pursuant to the City’s guidelines or, if the City has no guidelines, the 


Office of Planning and Research’s Draft Guidelines. Projects that result in automobile 


VMT per capita greater than 15% below existing (i.e. baseline) city-wide or regional 


values for similar land use types may indicate a significant impact. If necessary, 


mitigation for increasing VMT should be identified. Mitigation should support the use of 


transit and active transportation modes. Potential mitigation measures that include the 
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requirements of other agencies such as Caltrans are fully enforceable through permit 


conditions, agreements, or other legally-binding instruments under the control of the City. 


 A schematic illustration of walking, biking and auto conditions at the project site and 


study area roadways. Potential safety issues for all road users should be identified and 


fully mitigated.   


 The project’s primary and secondary effects on pedestrians, bicycles, disabled travelers 


and transit performance should be evaluated, including countermeasures and trade-offs 


resulting from mitigating VMT increases. Access to pedestrians, bicycle, and transit 


facilities must be maintained 


 


Special Event Planning 


 


Travel demand estimates should be supported by documentation that includes assumptions and 


methodology.  Additionally, documentation of existing and planned parking facilities should be 


provided.  This includes graphics that delineate all parking, as well as documentation regarding 


the specific plans for event shuttles, valet parking, and traffic control for events. The travel 


demand analysis should include analysis on the cumulative impacts associated with events at this 


and nearby wineries as well as parking accommodations for large events. 


 


Measures should be taken to understand and mitigate cumulative and significant impacts of this 


and other wineries hosting special events.  Examples of these measures include the development 


of an event traffic control plan and the establishment of a regional body to coordinate and 


facilitate travel demand reduction measures associated with both regular winery operations and 


special events.  Analysis should identify residual impacts assuming all mitigation and avoidance 


measures have been applied. 


 


Transportation Management Plan 


Where vehicular, bicycle, and pedestrian traffic may be impacted during the construction of the 


proposed project requiring traffic restrictions and detours, such as on SR 12, SR 121, and SR 29, 


a Caltrans-approved Transportation Management Plan (TMP) is required. Pedestrian access 


through the construction zone must comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 


regulations (see Caltrans’ Temporary Pedestrian Facilities Handbook for maintaining pedestrian 


access and meeting ADA requirements during construction at: 


www.dot.ca.gov/hq/construc/safety/Temporary_Pedestrian_Facilities_Handbook.pdf) (see also 


Caltrans’ Traffic Operations Policy Directive 11-01 “Accommodating Bicyclists in Temporary 


Traffic Control Zones” at: www.dot.ca.gov/trafficops/policy/11-01.pdf). All curb ramps and 


pedestrian facilities located within the limits of the project are required to be brought up to 


current ADA standards as part of this project. The TMP must also comply with the requirements 


of corresponding jurisdictions. For further TMP assistance, please contact the Caltrans District 4 


Office of Traffic Management Operations at (510) 286-4579. Further traffic management 


information is available at the following website: 


www.dot.ca.gov/hq/traffops/trafmgmt/tmp_lcs/index.htm. 



http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/construc/safety/Temporary_Pedestrian_Facilities_Handbook.pdf

http://www.dot.ca.gov/trafficops/policy/11-01.pdf

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/traffops/trafmgmt/tmp_lcs/index.htm
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Vehicle Trip Reduction 
 


From Caltrans’ Smart Mobility 2010: A Call to Action for the New Decade, the project site is 


identified as Place Type 5b: Rural Settlements and Agricultural Lands, where location 


efficiency factors, such as community design, are very low and regional accessibility is low. 


Given the size of the project, it should include a robust Transportation Demand Management 


(TDM) Program to reduce VMT and greenhouse gas emissions. Such measures will be critical in 


order to facilitate efficient transportation access to and from the site and reduce transportation 


impacts associated with the project. The measures listed below will promote smart mobility and 


reduce regional VMT.  
 


 Project design to encourage walking, bicycling and convenient transit access; 


 Establishment of a shuttle service to transport visitors and employees; 


 Bicycle storage and repair facilities; 


 Charging stations and designated parking spaces for electric vehicles; 


 Participation/Formation in/of a Transportation Management Association (TMA) in 


partnership with other developments in the area; and 


 Aggressive trip reduction targets with Lead Agency monitoring and enforcement. 


 


For additional TDM options, please refer to the Federal Highway Administration’s Integrating 


Demand Management into the Transportation Planning Process: A Desk Reference (Chapter 8). 


The reference is available online at:  


http://www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/fhwahop12035/fhwahop12035.pdf. 


 


Transportation Impact Fees 
 


Please identify project-generated travel demand and estimate the costs of public transportation 


improvements necessitated by the proposed project; viable funding sources such as development 


and/or transportation impact fees should also be identified. We encourage a sufficient allocation 


of fair share contributions toward multi-modal and regional transit improvements to fully 


mitigate cumulative impacts to regional transportation. We also strongly support measures to 


increase sustainable mode shares, thereby reducing VMT. 


  



http://www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/fhwahop12035/fhwahop12035.pdf
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