SMALL WIND ENERGY SYSTEMS ORDINANCE CHANGES
SUBSEQUENT TO ISSUANCE OF NOI


Subsequent to the issuance of the Notice of Intent to Adopt a Negative Declaration for the Small Wind Energy Zoning Ordinance on September 16, 2010, County staff made the following revisions to the proposed ordinance that was attached to that document. Those changes are reflected in the tracked version of the ordinance which is part of this agenda item. The changes do not substantively affect the prior version of the ordinance, nor change the environmental conclusions reached in the proposed Negative Declaration.

18.117.010
Purpose.


The purpose and intent of these regulations is to provide a uniform and comprehensive set of standards for the entitlement and operation  of small energy wind systems, designed for onsite home, farm, and small commercial use which are used primarily to reduce onsite consumption of utility power.
18.117.020
Definitions.

Unless otherwise specified, the terms indicated below shall have the following meaning:
“Avian migratory concentration point” means both the place of departure and the destination of birds from one region to another, especially as a result of seasonal or periodic movement in order to breed, seek food, or to avoid unsuitable weather conditions.

 “Energy commission” means the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission.
. . . . . . . . . . . .

18.117.040
Application.

Application for a permit shall be made to the department in writing on a form prescribed by the director. At minimum, the application shall include:

. . . . . . . . . . . 

C.
Standard drawings of the system's tower or support structure and associated accessory structures.
D.
A line drawing of the electrical components of the system in sufficient detail to demonstrate the manner of installation.


. . . . . . . . . . . 
18.117.060
Compliance with other chapters.

All small wind energy systems shall meet all the requirements established by the other chapters of this code that are not in conflict with the requirements contained in this chapter, notwithstanding any language to the contrary in such chapters. All systems must obtain necessary building and other permits pursuant to Title 15 (Buildings and Construction) of this code.
18.117.070
Development standards.

. . . . . . . . . .

H.
Environmental resource protection.  All systems shall be sited so as to minimize the effect on environmentally sensitive resources by incorporating the following measures: 

1.
. . . . . . . . .

b.
The biological study shall confirm that the proposed system is not located within five times the system height or three hundred feet, whichever is greater, of a known or suspected avian migratory concentration point.
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