



Many upsides of super landfill

Tuesday, February 15, 2005
Editor, 

There has been much discussion and controversy over the expansion of the Potrero Hills Landfill in unincorporated Solano C. If we just use a little bit of imagination we could profit substantially by the expansion. 

Truck Traffic: Imagine the potential of hundreds of garbage trucks per day on Highway 12 during commute time. Lets see, that means dozens of traffic accidents each month. What an opportunity! Here are a few ideas: 

* A garbage truck junkyard 

* A business district dedicated to accident attorneys between Beck and Pennsylvania

* An annual garbage truck race and festival down Highway 12 

Property Devaluation: The pervasive smell of rotting garbage in summer and traffic congestion will cause an inevitable decrease in property value. Think of how much money people living near the landfill in Rio Vista, Suisun and Fairfield will save on property taxes (of course the rest of the c will have to pick up the difference). The devaluation will mean most property owners will be trapped living in homes they can't sell. Sounds like the beginning of a ghetto, huh? 

We can pay for the new palatial Solano C building with the landfill tipping fees. Local politicians could count overflowing campaign coffers filled by the billionaire landfill owners in relative comfort. 

Storage of Waste: Last year alone the projected waste at the landfill was 940,310 tons! Picture the market for the words, "The state's super dump" emblazoned on license plates, baseball caps, T-shirts, etc. 

Health Concerns: Recently a UCLA study found Solano C has the highest child asthma rate in the state (see http://www.aceconservator.com). 

An accident involving sludge at the site can cause rashes, diarrhea, nose bleeds, miscarriages, cancer, and respiratory diseases. Think of what a great opportunity this would be to study a whole region of people with chronic and malignant health problems. Medical researchers worldwide would put us on the map. Think of all the Hazmat overalls the c could sell alone! 

Travis: One way of funding the war effort would be to use the huge C-5 cargo planes at Travis to pick up trash from around California. Colonel Scott M. Hansen has reassured the community by stating, "We do not believe the proposed expansion of the landfill will impact our ability to safely operate our aircraft and train our aircrews." On the way back from missions ,crews could dump garbage right over the 580-acre super landfill, which will be just 12,000 feet from the Travis runway. Waste is currently trucked in from a 150-mile radius! Think of the convenience. 

Damage to the Suisun Marsh: If we are very lucky this coming disaster will occur after the super dump is capped off. Dead birds will appear, cattle will become lame, and the winter rains will leach toxic poisons into Suisun Bay, delivering it throughout the San Francisco Bay Area. By then the landfill owners will have reaped hundreds of millions of dollars and changed their name leaving us to contend with the resulting environmental time bomb. Hey, why worry? We can leave that as our legacy for our grandchildren. 

Dwight Acey

Suisun City
