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ORDINANCE NO. ________
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF NAPA, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, AMENDING SECTION 15.04.060 RELATING TO EXPIRATION OF PERMITS, ADDING SECTION 15.12.330 RELATING TO REQUIREMENTS FOR WOOD BURNING DEVICES, AND ADDING CHAPTER 15.14 ENTITLED “GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS AND SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC INSTALLATION GUIDELINES” TO TITLE 15 OF THE NAPA COUNTY CODE

WHEREAS, in July, 2008 California adopted the California Green Building Standards Code (“Code”), as set forth in California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 11; and
WHEREAS, the purpose of the Code is to improve public health, safety and general welfare by enhancing the design and construction of buildings through the use of building concepts having a positive environmental impact and encouraging sustainable construction practices in the following categories:

1.
Planning and design;
2.
Energy efficiency;
3.
Water efficiency and conservation;
4.
Material conservation and resource efficiency; and
5.
Environmental air quality.
WHEREAS, while the Code is composed of optional standards that will become mandatory in the 2010 edition of the Code, in order to achieve the goals of the Code, the County is adopting the Code on a voluntary basis at this time to serve as a guide for the building industry and homeowners to enable them to utilize best construction practices prior to the mandatory enactment of the Code; and 
WHEREAS, in conjunction with the Code, the Board also finds it would be beneficial to provide guidelines to owners and contractors for the safe installation of solar photovoltaic systems; and

WHEREAS, the Board desires to establish an “Early Pay Option” for building permits, which would offer incentives to owners and contractors to pay building permit and inspection fees within 60 days of notification a permit is ready to be issued by extending the expiration period of such permits to two years after issuance; and 
WHEREAS, the Board desires to make it clear within its adopted building code that wood burning devices within the County are subject to the requirements imposed by the Bay Area Quality Management District; and

WHEREAS, the Board finds that the adoption of this Ordinance will promote the public health, safety, welfare and sustainability of the community.

Now, therefore, the Board of Supervisors of the County of Napa, State of California, ordains as follows: 


SECTION 1.
Section 15.04.060 (Expiration of Permits) of Chapter 15.04 (Administration of Building Regulations) of the Napa County Code is amended to read in full as follows:

15.04.060 Expiration of permits.

A.
Except a provided in subsection (C) below, every permit issued by the building official under the provisions of this code shall expire by limitation and become null and void if the building or work authorized by such permit is not commenced within one calendar year from the date of such permit, or if the building or work authorized by such permit is suspended or abandoned at any time after the work is commenced, or if no inspection has been requested or performed for a period of one hundred eighty days. Before such work can be recommenced, a new permit shall be first obtained so to do, and the fee therefore shall be one-half the amount required for a new permit for such work, provided no changes have been made or will be made in the original plans and specifications for such work; and provided further that such suspension or abandonment has not exceeded one year.
B.
Any permittee holding an unexpired permit may apply for an extension of the time within which the permittee may commence work under that permit when the permittee is unable to commence work within the time required by this section for good and satisfactory reasons. The building official may extend the time for action by the permittee for a period not exceeding one hundred eighty days upon written request by the permittee showing that circumstances beyond the control of the permittee have prevented action from being taken. No permit shall be extended more than twice or for more than a total of one year. In order to renew action on a permit after expiration, the permittee shall pay a new full permit fee. 

C.
In the event the permittee has utilized the “Early Pay Option” as provided for in section 70.020 of Part III of the Napa County Board Policy Manual, and has paid the building permit issuance and inspection fees within sixty days of notification that the permit is ready for issuance, such permits shall expire by limitation and become null and void if the building or work authorized by such permit is not commenced within two calendar years.

SECTION 2.
A new Section 15.12.330 (Wood Burning Devices) of Chapter 15.12 (Building Code) of the Napa County Code is added to read in full as follows:

15.12.330
Wood burning devices.
All wood burning devices, including but not limited to fireplaces and wood stoves, permanently installed indoors in new construction or any remodel, shall comply with the requirements of the Bay Area Air Quality Management District’s Regulation 6, Rule 3, as they same may be amended. 


SECTION 3.
A new Chapter 15.14 (Green Building Standards and Solar Photovoltaic Installation Guidelines) is added to Title 15 of the Napa County Code to read in full as follows:

Chapter 15.14
GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS AND SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC
INSTALLATION GUIDELINES
Sections:
Article I. Green Building Standards

15.14.010
Document adopted by reference.

15.14.020
Effective date.
Article II. Solar Photovoltaic Installation Guidelines

15.14.030
Purpose of Article II provisions.

15.14.040
Document adopted by reference.

15.14.050
Compliance voluntary.
Article I. Green Building Standards

15.14.010
Document adopted by reference.

For the purpose of establishing and encouraging sustainable building construction practices having a positive environmental impact, the 2008 California Green Building Standards Code (“code”), as adopted by the State of California as Title 24, Part 11 of the California Code of Regulations, is adopted and made a part of the code by reference.
15.14.020
Effective date.

Compliance with the provisions of this code shall be voluntary unless and until compliance is required in accordance with chapter 11 of the code entitled “Application Matrices and Worksheets”. 
Article II. Solar Photovoltaic Installation Guidelines

15.14.030
Purpose of Article II provisions.

The purpose of Article II of this chapter is to provide for the public safety of the citizens of the county by setting forth voluntary guidelines for the installation of solar photovoltaic systems on structures.
15.14.040
Document adopted by reference.


The provisions of the document entitled Solar Photovoltaic Installation Guideline, dated April 22, 2008, and as may be amended, prepared by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection Office of the State Fire Marshal are hereby adopted and made a part of the code by reference.

15.14.050
Compliance voluntary.


Compliance with the provisions of this Article II is voluntary.

SECTION 4.
The Board finds that the adoption of this ordinance will not have a significant effect on the environment and is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act. [See Class 8 (“Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the Environment”) which may be found in the guidelines for the implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act at 14 CCR §15308]. Additionally, the proposed action is not a project as defined by 14 California Code of Regulations 15378 (State CEQA Guidelines) and therefore CEQA is not applicable.
SECTION 5.
If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or word of this Ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance.  The Board of Supervisors of the County of Napa hereby declares it would have passed and adopted this Ordinance and each and all provisions hereof irrespective of the fact that any one or more of said provisions be declared invalid.

SECTION 6.
This ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days from and after the date of its passage.

SECTION 7.
A summary of this ordinance shall be published at least once 5 days before adoption and at least once before the expiration of 15 days after its passage in the Napa Valley Register, a newspaper of general circulation published in the County of Napa, together with the names of members voting for and against the same. 

The foregoing ordinance was introduced and read at a regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the County of Napa, State of California, held on the _____ day of ___________, 2009, and passed at a regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the County of Napa, State of California, held on the ________ day of ___________, 2009, by the following vote:


AYES:

SUPERVISORS










NOES:

SUPERVISORS










ABSTAIN:
SUPERVISORS









ABSENT:
SUPERVISORS














MARK LUCE, CHAIR






Napa County Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:  GLADYS I. COIL

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

By:_____________________       

APPROVED AS TO FORM

Office of County Counsel

By:  


Deputy County Counsel

By:  


County Code Services

Date: 

APPROVED BY THE NAPA COUNTY

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Date:   ________________________

Processed by:

______________________________
Deputy Clerk of the Board

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ORDINANCE ABOVE WAS POSTED IN THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF THE BOARD IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING, 1195 THIRD STREET ROOM 310, NAPA, CALIFORNIA ON __________________________.

_______________________________, DEPUTY

GLADYS I. COIL, CLERK OF THE BOARD
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