[PROPOSED]
RESOLUTION NO. 09-03
A RESOLUTION OF THE NAPA COUNTY CONSERVATION, DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING COMMISSION, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, RECOMMENDING THAT THE NAPA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS CERTIFY THE FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT PREPARED FOR THE 2009 NAPA COUNTY HOUSING ELEMENT UPDATE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA), THE STATE CEQA GUIDELINES AND THE COUNTY’S LOCAL PROCEDURES FOR IMPLEMENTING CEQA
WHEREAS, pursuant to Government Code Section
 65588(e)(2) and Section 65584.02, the County is required to update the Housing Element of its General Plan no later than June 30, 2009 for the housing cycle ending on June 30, 2014; and

WHEREAS, on January 29, 2008, the Board of Supervisors adopted a resolution initiating an update to the County’s existing Housing Element; and 

WHEREAS, on May 8, July 17 and August 12, 2008, the County held three public workshops to discuss the Housing Element Update; and

WHEREAS, on July 3, 2008, a Notice of Preparation pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) was distributed to appropriate agencies for the purpose of obtaining written comments from these agencies regarding the scope and content of environmental information and analysis which said agencies wanted addressed in the Environmental Impact Report (EIR); and


WHEREAS, County staff prepared a Draft Housing Element Update, incorporated input and direction from the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors, and submitted it to the State Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) in November 2008 for preliminary review pursuant to Section 65585(b); and

WHEREAS, in order to bring the County’s General Plan into compliance with Assembly Bill 162 (2007) and to maintain internal consistency within the General Plan as a whole, amendments must also be made to the Agricultural Preservation and Land Use Element, the Safety Element, and Conservation Element of the County’s General Plan; and


WHEREAS, County staff circulated the Draft Housing Element and proposed amendments to other elements of the General Plan for public and agency review consistent with Sections 65352 and 65352.3; and 


WHEREAS, in accordance with CEQA, a Draft EIR was prepared for the Housing Element Update.  The Draft EIR or DEIR was circulated for public review and comment from January 16, 2009 to March 9, 2009; and

WHEREAS, on January 16, 2009, notice of availability of the DEIR was provided to appropriate agencies and the general public via a Notice of Completion sent to the State Clearinghouse and via a public notice published in the Napa Valley Register, a local newspaper of general circulation; and


WHEREAS, on February 18, 2009, the Planning Commission held a duly noticed public hearing on the DEIR at which time the Planning Commission heard and considered all verbal and written evidence and testimony presented on the DEIR and the Housing Element Update.  A transcript of the comments was prepared; and


WHEREAS, between the start of the public comment period on January 16, 2009 and its close on March 9, 2009 the County received numerous public and agency comments on the DEIR; and


WHEREAS, in January 2009, the County received comments from HCD necessitating revisions to the Draft Housing Element Update; and  


WHEREAS, as a result of these comments, public input, and further informal direction received by staff from the Board of Supervisors on March 17, 2009, certain revisions were made to the Draft Housing Element Update, including but not limited to, reducing the number of units at Napa Pipe from 850 units to 304 units; and

WHEREAS, the Revised Draft 2009 Housing Element Update (dated April 22, 2009) was prepared and provided to the Planning Commission and others on April 23, 2009, together with a revised draft of the conforming amendments to other elements of the General Plan (hereafter referred to as the Conforming Amendments) and four draft implementing ordinances that would amend Napa County Code to implement programs within the Revised Draft 2009 Housing Element Update.  The Conforming Amendments and four draft implementing ordinances are included as part of the Planning Commission packet and incorporated here by reference; and

WHEREAS, on April 24, 2009, in accordance with CEQA, all comments received on the Draft EIR during the public comment period were responded to and included in a Final EIR which was mailed to commenting state and local agencies, organizations and individuals.  The Final EIR includes the Draft EIR, comments and responses to comments on the Draft EIR, an assessment of revisions to the Draft Housing Element Update, necessary revisions to the Draft EIR, and a summary of the Final EIR conclusions; and


WHEREAS, since public release of the Revised Draft 2009 Housing Element Update and the Conforming Amendments, County staff determined some additional errata and text changes were needed.  The changes are contained in the Errata are included as part of the Planning Commission packet and incorporated here by reference; and

WHEREAS, prior to considering and recommending changes to a General Plan and changes to Napa County Code, the Planning Commission is required to hold a public hearing pursuant to Section 65353; and


WHEREAS, on or before April 24, 2009, pursuant to Section 65352, a Notice of Public Hearing before the Planning Commission regarding the Revised Draft 2009 Housing Element Update, the proposed Conforming Amendments, and the proposed Implementing Ordinances was provided to all members of the public requesting such notice, property owners within 300 feet of sites identified in the Housing Element, as well as agencies and individuals required by Section 65353; and

WHEREAS, on April 25, 2009, pursuant to Section 65355, a Notice of Public Hearing before the Planning Commission was published in the Napa Valley Register, a local newspaper of general circulation; and

WHEREAS, prior to or at the meeting of May 6, 2009, the Planning Commission was provided with (1) the complete contents of the Revised Draft 2009 Housing Element Update, including the referenced Revised Draft Housing Needs Assessment (dated April 22, 2009), (2) the proposed Conforming Amendments; (3) the list of text changes and revisions contained in the Errata; and (4) the implementing ordinances; and
WHEREAS, prior to or at the meeting of May 6, 2009, the complete contents of the Final EIR which consists of the following documents:  (1) the Napa County Housing Element Update Draft Environmental Impact Report (January 16, 2009);  (2) the Napa County Housing Element Final Environmental Impact Report (April 22, 2009);  and (3) all staff reports, memorandums, technical reports, studies, transcripts and evidence related thereto and submitted as part of the administrative record was provided to or made available to the Planning Commission; and
WHEREAS, on May 6, 2009, the Planning Commission held a duly noticed public hearing to consider recommendations to the Board of Supervisors to certify the Final EIR for the 2009 Housing Element Update and adopt the Revised Draft 2009 Housing Element Update, Conforming Amendments, the Errata and implementing ordinances.  The Commission took testimony and thereafter continued the matter to May 20, 2009; and
WHEREAS, on May 20, 2009, the Planning Commission held a continued hearing to consider recommendations to the Board of Supervisors to certify the Final EIR for the 2009 Housing Element Update and adopt the Revised Draft 2009 Housing Element Update, Conforming Amendments, the Errata and implementing ordinances; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Planning Commission finds, certifies, determines and resolves as follows:

1)
The above recitals are true and correct and reflect the independent judgment of the Planning Commission.


2)
Notice of the Planning Commission hearings on the 2009 Housing Element Update, Conforming Amendments, Implementing Ordinances, the Draft EIR and Final EIR was given as required by law and the actions were conducted pursuant to the Planning and Zoning Law, CEQA, the State CEQA Guidelines and the County’s Local Procedures for Implementing CEQA.

3)
All individuals, groups and agencies desiring to comment were given adequate opportunity to submit oral and written comments on the 2009 Housing Element Update, the Conforming Amendments, the Implementing Ordinances, the Draft EIR and the Final EIR.  These opportunities for comment meet or exceed the requirements of the Planning and Zoning Law, CEQA and the County’s Local Procedures for Implementing CEQA.


4)
All comments submitted during the public review and comment period on the Draft EIR, including comments received at the public hearings on the adequacy of the Draft EIR were responded to adequately including late comments submitted.

5)
The Planning Commission has been presented with all of the information described in the recitals and has considered this information prior to adopting this Resolution.


6)
The Final EIR has been prepared in compliance with CEQA, the State CEQA Guidelines and the County’s Local Procedures for Implementing CEQA, and reflects the County’s independent judgment and analysis. 

7)
The Final EIR adequately identifies and addresses all of the identified environmental impacts and all feasible mitigation measures have been incorporated into the 2009 Housing Element Update in the form of goals, objectives, policies, action items and programs to reduce the anticipated environmental impacts.
8)
No changes to the Housing Element Update or to the Draft EIR that were circulated for public review have been made that necessitate or involve significant new information as outlined in CEQA Guidelines Section 15099.5.
9)
Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15025 (c), the Planning Commission has reviewed and considered the information in the Final EIR prior to making the recommendations contained herein.


10)
The Planning Commission hereby recommends the Napa County Board of Supervisors certify the Final EIR prepared for the 2009 Housing Element Update as adequate, complete and in compliance with CEQA, the State CEQA Guidelines and the County’s Local Procedures for Implementing CEQA.  The Commission finds that the Final EIR is adequate and complete for consideration in making a decision on the merits of the 2009 Housing Element Update, Conforming Amendments, and Implementing Ordinances.  

11)
The Planning Commission hereby further finds that adoption of the 2009 Housing Element Update is in the public interest and is necessary for the public health, safety, and welfare of Napa County and recommends that the Napa County Board of Supervisors adopt the 2009 Housing Element Update after considering the information in the Final EIR.

THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED by the Planning Commission of the County of Napa, State of California, at a regular meeting of the Commission held on the 20th day of May 2009, by the following vote:


AYES:

COMMISSIONERS
___________________________________

NOES:

COMMISSIONERS
___________________________________

ABSENT:
COMMISSIONERS
___________________________________






__________________________________







BOB FIDDAMAN, Chair







Napa County Planning Commission

ATTEST: 

Clerk of the Planning Commission

APPROVED AS TO FORM

Office of County Counsel

By: Laura J. Anderson (by e-signature)

Date: May 11, 2009



By:_____________________       

� All statutory references are to the California Government Code unless otherwise specified.
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