RESOLUTION NO. 08-64
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF NAPA, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, INITIATING A GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT TO IMPROVE THE CORRELATION BETWEEN THE LAND USE MAP AND UNDERLYING ZONING 

WHEREAS, California Government Code section 65300  et seq. requires local agencies to adopt a comprehensive General Plan with specified contents, including a land use element that designates the proposed general distribution and location of housing, business, industry, and open space, including agriculture;  

WHEREAS, the pending 2008 General Plan Update proposes to rescind and replace all elements of the existing Napa County General Plan except for the Housing Element, which is being updated separately and will meet the statutory deadline of June 2009; 


WHEREAS, the pending 2008 General Plan Update was developed based on substantial public input and considered several changes to the Land Use Map of the General Plan (the “Land Use Map”) that are not currently proposed for adoption;


WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors has indicated their desire to consider these and other changes to the Land Use Map in order to improve the correlation between areas designated “urban residential” and “rural residential” on the Land Use Map and underlying zoning; 


WHEREAS, Government Code section 65358 (b) provides that a legislative body may not amend a mandatory element of its general plan more than four times during any calendar year but, subject to that limitation, may amend any mandatory element at any time deemed appropriate by the legislative body; and


WHEREAS, on October 11, 2005, the Board adopted a resolution establishing new procedures for filing general plan amendments and the Board desires to adopt this resolution formally initiating adjustments to the General Plan Land Use Map in accordance with those procedures.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Napa as follows:


1.
The foregoing recitals are true and correct.
2.
The Board hereby directs the Conservation, Development and Planning Department to commence preparation of a General Plan amendment focused on improving the correlation between the Land Use Map and underlying zoning, and to conduct associated environmental review and public outreach.
3.
The Board finds that changes to the Land Use Map aimed at preserving agriculture, watershed and open space lands will be in the public interest, and requests that the planning effort:

a. Prioritize adjustments to Urban and Rural Residential areas that are not contiguous to incorporated cities and that lack adequate infrastructure for urban development;

b. Remove agriculturally zoned land from Urban and Rural Residential areas except where specific circumstances, such as an Affordable Housing (:AH) overlay, justifies retention;

c. Convert land designated as Urban Residential to Rural Residential where appropriate;

d. Consider expansion of Urban and Rural Residential areas only where feasible without a vote of the electorate pursuant to Measure J (1990);

e. Align boundaries of Urban and Rural Residential areas with zoning and parcel lines to the extent feasible; and

f.  Consider factors such as development potential, infrastructure and services availability, community character, physical constraints such as topography, and the desires of affected property owners.
4.
The Board further directs that proposed changes to the Land Use Map resulting from this planning process shall be consistent with the above principles and that the changes will be internally consistent with the Napa County General Plan, both among the elements and within each element, and that all changes proposed will maintain consistency per Government Code Section 65300.5. 

5.
This resolution is exempt from CEQA pursuant to Title 14 CCR Section 15061(b)(3) as it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that initiation of a planning effort, associated environmental review, and public outreach may have a significant effect on the environment and therefore CEQA is not applicable. 


THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Napa, State of California, at a regular meeting of 
the Board held on the 15th day of April, 2008, by the following vote:

AYES:

SUPERVISORS
LUCE, DILLON, DODD, MOSKOWITE,





and WAGENKNECHT

NOES:

SUPERVISORS
NONE
ABSENT:
SUPERVISORS
NONE





__________________________________






BRAD WAGENKNECHT, Chair of the Board of 





Supervisors
ATTEST: Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

By:_____________________      

APPROVED BY THE NAPA COUNTY

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

  Date:   April 22, 2008
Processed by:

______________________________
Deputy Clerk  of the Board

APPROVED AS TO FORM

Office of County Counsel

By: R. Westmeyer (E-Signature)

Date: April 9, 2008
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