
From: Bledsoe, Teresa
To: Bledsoe, Teresa
Subject: RE: Support of 2180 American Canyon Rd Solar Project Approval
Date: Monday, December 3, 2018 2:42:20 PM

From: Smith, Vincent (PBES) 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2018 7:50 AM
To: Fuller, Lashun <Lashun.Fuller@countyofnapa.org>; Thepkaisone, Cesselea
<Cesselea.Thepkaisone@countyofnapa.org>
Cc: Gallina, Charlene <Charlene.Gallina@countyofnapa.org>
Subject: FW: Support of 2180 American Canyon Rd Solar Project Approval

Please include as a communication to the Planning Commission for 12/5.

From: Aleen Del Rio <aleen.del.rio@me.com> 
Sent: Sunday, December 2, 2018 7:43 PM
To: Mazotti, Andrew <Andrew.Mazotti@countyofnapa.org>; joellegPC@gmail.com; Whitmer, David
<Dave.Whitmer@countyofnapa.org>; anne.cottrell@lucene.com; jerigillpc@outlook.com; Smith,
Vincent (PBES) <Vincent.Smith@countyofnapa.org>; Morrison, David
<David.Morrison@countyofnapa.org>
Subject: Support of 2180 American Canyon Rd Solar Project Approval

Planning Commissioners,

We're emailing you today in support of the American Canyon Solar Project.  We believe this
project is appropriately sited and a good use for this land.  We understand that last week’s
hearing resulted in a tie vote and we’re hopeful that Napa County will do the right thing
and facilitate the development of renewable energy.  We understand that the project doesn’t
impact any of the neighboring property owners.

Solar is a low impact development and a great use for this site.  We ask that you approve
this project.

Thank you.

Aleen Del Rio and Jack Barrow
2180 American Canyon Rd
American Canyon, CA

Planning Commission Mtg.
Dec 05 2018
Agenda Item # 7B
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From: Bledsoe, Teresa
To: Bledsoe, Teresa
Subject: FW: American Canyon Solar Project
Date: Tuesday, December 4, 2018 8:05:41 AM

 
From: Jessica Preston <jlien1021@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 3, 2018 9:17 PM
To: Mazotti, Andrew <Andrew.Mazotti@countyofnapa.org>; joellegPC@gmail.com; Whitmer, David
<Dave.Whitmer@countyofnapa.org>; anne.cottrell@lucene.com; jerigillpc@outlook.com
Cc: Smith, Vincent (PBES) <Vincent.Smith@countyofnapa.org>; Morrison, David
<David.Morrison@countyofnapa.org>
Subject: American Canyon Solar Project
 
Planning Commissioners,
 
We're emailing you today notify you of our overwhelming support of the American
Canyon Solar Project.  We believe this project is appropriately sited and an excellent
use for this land.  We understand that last week’s hearing resulted in a tie vote and
we’re hopeful that Napa County will do the right thing and facilitate the development
of renewable energy. 
 

·         We believe that investing in renewable energy projects is critical and the
use of renewable energy instead of fossil fuels would significantly decrease
the total amount of greenhouse gas emissions which would help prevent
stronger climate change impact

·         The electricity from this project will power over 1,000 homes and will
greatly benefit our community by providing not only grid reliability but also
local construction jobs and clean emission-free energy

 
Solar is a low impact development and a great use for this site.  As local Napa
residents, we ask that you approve this project.
 
Thank you.
 
Mary, Tom and Jessica Lien
171 Silverado Springs Road
Napa, Ca 94558
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From: Smith, Vincent (PBES)
To: Fuller, Lashun; Thepkaisone, Cesselea
Cc: Gallina, Charlene
Subject: FW: Neighboring Concerns, AC Solar
Date: Tuesday, December 04, 2018 4:41:31 PM
Attachments: 2180 Permit.pdf

Another comment on the Solar project for tomorrow.
 
Vin
 

From: Laura Tinthoff <lauratinthoff@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, December 4, 2018 1:59 PM
To: Joelle.Gallagher@countyofnapa.org; Smith, Vincent (PBES) <Vincent.Smith@countyofnapa.org>;
Mazotti, Andrew <Andrew.Mazotti@countyofnapa.org>; Morrison, David
<David.Morrison@countyofnapa.org>; Whitmer, David <Dave.Whitmer@countyofnapa.org>;
Cottrell, Anne <Anne.Cottrell@countyofnapa.org>; JeriGillPC@outlook.com; Pedroza, Alfredo
<Alfredo.Pedroza@countyofnapa.org>; Ramos, Belia <Belia.Ramos@countyofnapa.org>;
Wagenknecht, Brad <BRAD.WAGENKNECHT@countyofnapa.org>; Valdez, Jose (Louie)
<Jose.Valdez@countyofnapa.org>; Gregory, Ryan <Ryan.Gregory@countyofnapa.org>; Dillon, Diane
<Diane.DILLON@countyofnapa.org>; Tijero, Jesus <Jesus.Tijero@countyofnapa.org>; Cortez, Nelson
<Nelson.Cortez@countyofnapa.org>; ClerkoftheBoard <clerkoftheboard@countyofnapa.org>; Tran,
Minh <Minh.Tran@countyofnapa.org>
Subject: Neighboring Concerns, AC Solar
 
Dear Board of Supervisors, Planning Commissioners and Planning Staff,
 
Attached is an important document that was sent to me by a concerned horse owner that rents
land from the Barrows at 2180 American Canyon Road, who asked to remain anonymous.
 The citizens who board their horses at this site are very concerned.  They cannot publicly
speak as they fear for the safety of their animals.
 
This property is far more affordable than surrounding pastures.  There are very few places
remaining for a person of average means to raise livestock. One neighbor has already stated
that he plans to sell to a solar developer.  Ag land in American Canyon, in this case, a
livestock use, may soon be a thing of the past.  A woman told me that which makes this site
the “perfect” site for a solar installation (Mr. Halimi’s opinion), also makes it a perfect site for
horses…reasonable rent, flat land, open space, grazed pasture, and sunshine.  
 
In the attached permit application, the property owners declare to be using the property for
agriculture and rental income.  Income formerly generated by renting primarily to rooster-
keepers is now replaced by renting out mixed animal pens - goats, sheep, horses, cattle,
rabbits, etc.  There are also maps, pictures and handwritten notations referring to the presence
of chickens, goats, and horses.  The current use is the primary and proper use of the land.
 
It is clear that some of our Commission members have little concern about this land or the
possible implications of this forced decision.  However, many people that board and reside
near the site are very concerned.  A third resident confided that she did not know how to tell
her children that they have to give up their horse because she cannot afford to board
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elsewhere.
 
The potential consequences to many far outweigh the benefits to a few.  
 
As we heard from our Supervisors this afternoon regarding the County Code Compliance
before we get in “over our head", we need enforceable regulations and we must start now.
 
 
Sincerely, 
    
Laura Tinthoff, Napa
 
 





































































From: Smith, Vincent (PBES)
To: Fuller, Lashun; Thepkaisone, Cesselea
Cc: Gallina, Charlene
Subject: FW: BOS Meeting December 4 2018 presentation during public comment
Date: Tuesday, December 04, 2018 4:42:26 PM
Attachments: BOS letter solar dec 4 2018.docx

Another comment for the Solar project.
 
Vin
 

From: Eileen Pereira <eileen@aston.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, December 4, 2018 4:35 PM
To: Smith, Vincent (PBES) <Vincent.Smith@countyofnapa.org>; Ramos, Belia
<Belia.Ramos@countyofnapa.org>; Pedroza, Alfredo <Alfredo.Pedroza@countyofnapa.org>; Dillon,
Diane <Diane.DILLON@countyofnapa.org>; Gregory, Ryan <Ryan.Gregory@countyofnapa.org>;
Wagenknecht, Brad <BRAD.WAGENKNECHT@countyofnapa.org>; joellegPC@gmail.com;
anne.cottrell@lucene.com; Mazotti, Andrew <Andrew.Mazotti@countyofnapa.org>; Whitmer, David
<Dave.Whitmer@countyofnapa.org>; JeriGillPC@outlook.com
Cc: Laura Tinthoff <lauratinthoff@gmail.com>; Aston Pereira <aston@aston.com>; Kathy Felch
<kathy@kathylynnfelch.com>; Charlotte Williams <cdevorak@sonic.net>; Dan Mufson
<napavision2050@gmail.com>; Gary Margadant <gsmargadant@gmail.com>; Eve Kahn
<EveKahn@yahoo.com>
Subject: BOS Meeting December 4 2018 presentation during public comment
 
Hello Vin, Planning Commissioners:  Please see the attached letter that I read at the Board of
Supervisors’ meeting today and for the record.
 
 
 
 
Eileen M. Pereira
2145 First Avenue
Napa, CA 94558
 
Tel: 415-577-8338
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December 4, 2018



Board of Supervisors

Napa County



Re:  Consideration of the American Canyon Solar Project for approval and the policies in place for that purpose



Dear Board of Supervisors:



As concerned residents, I, we would like to request that you review the current situation wherein the Planning staff have interpreted excerpts from the General Plan to provide legitimacy for the approval of the American Canyon commercial solar project.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Planning staff advised the Planning Commissioners that power generation is an approved use in the AG Watershed; the term ‘utility’, they say, has reference to power generation and not to private entities creating and delivering this power.  Hence a term in the General Plan that was used to refer to public utilities such as PG&E, is now being used to validate the American Canyon commercial solar project proposed by Aaron Halimi’s private corporate firm and MCE a non profit to whom his corporation intends to deliver the power generated.  



Planning staff also advised the Commission that this proposed commercial solar project “satisfies the development standards that exist today”.   These are their words.



We question…what standards…the County has not dealt with commercial solar on this scale before.



In fact the lot coverage by the project is proposed at 85.7%.  This far exceeds any standard for any other use we know of.  Is this the new standard set by the Planning staff?  Will the next renewable energy  project and the next and the next be measured to this standard?  



Speaking of standards…this project application submitted by Renewable Properties is in fact an application for a winery permit.  It is 22 pages long.  The applicant has completed 7 pages of the 22 pages…the rest are not applicable as they reference conditions for a Winery permit.  No solar specific questions are added.  Is this a development standard?



Sonoma County, Solano County and Marin County have seen the potential destruction that this industry could deliver to their AG land and closed the door with Ordinances and careful review of renewable energy projects.



We believe in renewable energy, however, what is happening here is they are being given free rein with no limits.



At the planning commission meeting last week, we heard the neighbor of this project location who spoke in its favor, offer to sell his property to Mr. Halimi.  We know that other neighbors are of that mindset as well.  We have no limits within our development standards…our AG Watershed and AG Preserve will have been opened up wide to renewable energy projects.  Is this the new Planning Staff created policy in Napa County?



Please take the 6 months that Mr. Smith estimated it would take to put a solar ordinance in place, prior to considering approval of this project.



Thank you,



Eileen Pereira

2145 First Avenue

Napa, CA 94558120













December 4, 2018 

 

Board of Supervisors 
Napa County 
 
Re:  Consideration of the American Canyon Solar Project for approval and the policies in place for that 
purpose 
 
Dear Board of Supervisors: 
 
As concerned residents, I, we would like to request that you review the current situation wherein the 
Planning staff have interpreted excerpts from the General Plan to provide legitimacy for the approval of 
the American Canyon commercial solar project. 
 
Planning staff advised the Planning Commissioners that power generation is an approved use in the AG 
Watershed; the term ‘utility’, they say, has reference to power generation and not to private entities 
creating and delivering this power.  Hence a term in the General Plan that was used to refer to public 
utilities such as PG&E, is now being used to validate the American Canyon commercial solar project 
proposed by Aaron Halimi’s private corporate firm and MCE a non profit to whom his corporation 
intends to deliver the power generated.   
 
Planning staff also advised the Commission that this proposed commercial solar project “satisfies the 
development standards that exist today”.   These are their words. 
 
We question…what standards…the County has not dealt with commercial solar on this scale before. 
 
In fact the lot coverage by the project is proposed at 85.7%.  This far exceeds any standard for any other 
use we know of.  Is this the new standard set by the Planning staff?  Will the next renewable energy  
project and the next and the next be measured to this standard?   
 
Speaking of standards…this project application submitted by Renewable Properties is in fact an 
application for a winery permit.  It is 22 pages long.  The applicant has completed 7 pages of the 22 
pages…the rest are not applicable as they reference conditions for a Winery permit.  No solar specific 
questions are added.  Is this a development standard? 
 
Sonoma County, Solano County and Marin County have seen the potential destruction that this industry 
could deliver to their AG land and closed the door with Ordinances and careful review of renewable 
energy projects. 
 
We believe in renewable energy, however, what is happening here is they are being given free rein with 
no limits. 
 
At the planning commission meeting last week, we heard the neighbor of this project location who 
spoke in its favor, offer to sell his property to Mr. Halimi.  We know that other neighbors are of that 
mindset as well.  We have no limits within our development standards…our AG Watershed and AG 



Preserve will have been opened up wide to renewable energy projects.  Is this the new Planning Staff 
created policy in Napa County? 
 
Please take the 6 months that Mr. Smith estimated it would take to put a solar ordinance in place, prior 
to considering approval of this project. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Eileen Pereira 
2145 First Avenue 
Napa, CA 94558120 
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