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Project Approval will 
Diminish Noise over 

Community 



Emergency Use Provides 
“Public Benefit” 

• Collaboration with first responders  

• Emergency use considered in facility design  

• “Asset” in remote location 





“Due to the remote location of the proposed helipad on top of the eastern mountains 

and near Highway 121, REACH believes it could serve as a useful alternative during 

an emergency to existing landing locations such as Queen of the Valley Hospital and 

the Napa County Airport. Because Highway 121 is a critical road connecting 

communities East of the Napa Valley with emergency care, in the event that road 

becomes impassible the Palmaz Family helipad could serve as an ad hoc rendezvous 

point for medical airlift operations. In certain circumstances, landing there could be 

safer and likely more time saving than attempting to set up an impromptu landing 

zone on a portion of Highway 121.” 



“REACH has also identified that the high elevation of the proposed helipad 
provides an alternative landing option when ground fog makes landing at 
the Queen of the Valley or even the Napa County airport impossible. 
Additionally, it should be noted that the remote nature of the proposed 
helipad allows helicopter operations to occur without disturbing nearby 
communities. While our first goal is to provide effective medical care to our 
patients, REACH is sensitive to conducting helicopter operations quietly 
and neighborly.” 





“The development of a helicopter landing area on the Palmaz family property will 

allow fire fighting helicopters to more efficiently access water supplies and will also 

allow fire fighting vehicles accessibility to the helistop site, both of which are 

important operational considerations for suppressing a wild-land fire in the early 

“initial attack” phase of operations. Accordingly, from a “tactical” perspective, the 

development of a new helicopter landing area in Napa County which affords water 

supplies and vehicular accessibility for fire-fighting operations is a valuable “public 

safety” asset with the potential to play a decisive role in limiting the scope and 

damage of future wild-land fires in Napa County, or the surrounding area, 

notwithstanding the helistop’s primary (and more limited) function as a “private-use” 

helistop.” 



Enforcement Tracking as 
Condition of Approval  



Flight Monitoring 

• In-Cockpit Voice and Video Recordings 

• Flight Track Recordings 

• Spacial / Graphical Representation 



• Logs provided to the 
county on quarterly 
basis  











Clear indication of violation 



Real Consequence 

• If the aircraft entered “no-fly zone”, factual and 
technical data is reviewed 

• Determination is made whether operator was in 
compliance with conditional use permit  

• Violations lead to possible revocation of use 
permit 



Concern of Orphaned Parcel 



Committed to… 
• Project never being orphaned to a single parcel 

• If applicant parcel holdings diminish below current total contiguous acreage 
and end outside Palmaz family management/control, use permit is 
suspended until reviewed 

This means that the project parcel can never be sold out 
of the family’s management/control with the project in 
place.   



Collaboration Model 

• Improved project with unique features 

• Objective and Comprehensive EIR 

• Continued feedback after approval 



Approving this project... 

• Makes other operators think twice before landing 
without a permit 

• Creates a high-level benchmark 

• Follows the established rules and guidelines 



Thank you 
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