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APN 030-020-001

Description, significance and evaluation:
Plans for seismic  strengthening and alterations  to the Louis M. Martini  Winery were
reviewed in May, 2010. A summary of historical information from that report includes
the following:

The Louis M. Martini Winery is a large concrete and hollow clay tile structure built in 1933
as the first post-prohibition licensed winery in California.  Louis Martini arrived in America
in 1899 and in 1906 began making wine with his father in San Francisco.  Between 1911 and
1918  Martini  Wines  were  produced  in  Pleasanton.  During  prohibition,  Martini  produced
sacramental wines and grape concentrate for home winemakers. This main winery building is
constructed of concrete columns and structural system, with a double wythe hollow clay tile
exterior  wall  system.  Although  it  has  a  concrete  roof  support  system,  the  sidewalls  are
unreinforced  masonry.  The  building  is  capped  with  a  hipped  roof  with  gable  on  hip
ventilation cupolas and hidden flat  roof mechanical  space.   Seismic  strengthening of  this
building is planned, and the interior wythe of hollow clay tile will be removed.

A non-historic  office and tasting room addition on the south and west  sides of  the main
building obscure part  of the original  winery.   This  addition, circa 1970, is planned to be
demolished.  A small, detached hospitality building is planned for the west side of the site in
the space now occupied by a parking lot and lawn. 

By 1984 this very large wine production facility comprised of a campus of buildings was
operating with a Napa County Use Permit.  The historic buildings on the site include the
Monte Rosso Building and the winery expansion and crush pad areas dating from 1940.  The
Monte Rosso Building is a bowstring truss, concrete column and hollow clay tile building
reflecting some of the design features of the original main winery building. Also historic is
the fermentation building which was built in 1956.  This building features a bowstring truss
roof and partial side walls.  

Non-historic buildings include the Skoda Building, a concrete gable roofed building from
about 1964.  Other non-historic buildings are the large production building added to the site in
1972 and expanded in 1980.  An addition is planned adjacent to the non-historic production
building and a new maintenance building is planned on the north side of the site past the tank
farm and adjacent to the proposed employee parking lot.  

… Although altered by tasting room and office additions on the west and south, the main
building  retains  integrity  of location,  design,  materials,  workmanship,  feeling  and
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association.  The non-historic additions will be removed, restoring the exterior appearance of
the main building.  

 The  site  retains  integrity  of  the  historical  setting  exemplifying  a  high  volume  winery
production  facility.   The  property  does  retain integrity  of location,  design,  feeling  and
association.

Other historical buildings on site, including the Monte Rosso and fermentation buildings also
retain integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.

Secretary of the Interior's Compliance:
In  addition  to  the  work  outlined  in  the  previous  report  and  documents,  the  Owners
propose  to  restore  the  circa  1950  sign  on  the  main  building.  Good  pictorial  and
documentary  evidence  of  the  historic  sign  remain.  A  photograph  from  the  1950's
accompanies this report. According to The Secretary of the Interior's Standards and
Guidelines for Restoring Historic Buildings: 

… the expressed  goal  of  the  Standards for Restoration and Guidelines  for Restoring
Historic  Buildings is  to  make  the  building  appear  as  it  did  at  a  particular--and  most
significant--time in its history. 

… the scope of work in  Restoration can include removal of features from other periods;
missing features from the restoration period may be replaced, based on documentary and
physical  evidence, using traditional  materials or compatible substitute materials. The final
guidance emphasizes that only those designs that can be documented as having been built
should be re-created in a restoration project. 

In Restoration, repair may also include the limited replacement in kind--or with compatible
substitute  material--of  extensively deteriorated  or  missing parts  of  existing  features  when
there are surviving prototypes to use as a model. Examples could include terra-cotta brackets,
wood balusters, or cast iron fencing. 

Most Restoration projects involve re-creating features that were significant to the building at
a particular time, but are now missing. Examples could include a stone balustrade, a porch, or
cast  iron  storefront.  Each  missing  feature  should  be  substantiated  by  documentary  and
physical evidence. 

Using traditional materials to depict lost features is always the preferred approach; however,
using compatible substitute material is an acceptable alternative in  Restoration because, as
emphasized, the goal of this treatment is to replicate the "appearance" of the historic building
at a particular time, not to retain and preserve all historic materials as they have evolved over
time. 

 
Conclusions:
 By using  historic  photographs  to  restore  the  historic  sign  on  the  Louis  M.  Martini
Winery, work in the proposed project meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards. 
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September 1994.

5. Instructions  for  Recording  Historical  Resources,  California  Office  of  Historic
Preservation, March 1995. 

6. Interview with Michael Martini, June 6, 2009.
7. National Register Bulletins 15 and 16A (National Park Service 1990b, 1991)  NRHP

Status Codes.
8. The   Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with

Guidelines  for  Preserving,  Rehabilitating,  Restoring,  and  Reconstructing  Historic
Buildings  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior's  Standards  for  Rehabilitation  and
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