
Medical Marijuana AB 243 (Wood, Ch. 688, Stat. of 2015) - AB 266 (Bonta, Ch. 689, Stat of 2015) – SB 643 (McGuire, Ch. 719, Stat of 2015) 
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OVERSIGHT CULTIVATION MANUFACTURING TESTING DISTRIBUTION DISPENSARY TRANSPORTATION 
 
 
 
 
 

 

•Bur. of Medical Marijuana 
Regulation (BMMR) 
•Medical Marijuana Regulation 
and Safety Act 
•Governor Appointment 
•Authority to create, issue, 
renew, discipline, suspend, or 
revoke licenses for the 
transportation, storage unrelated 
to manufacturing activities, 
distribution, and sale of MM  
•Require each licensing authority 
to report to BMMR suspension or 
revocation of a license  
•Engaging in commercial MM 
activity without a license is 
subject to civil and criminal 
penalties 
•May appoint an Advisory 
Committee 
•Establish license /renewal fees 
•$10 million GF loan for start up 
•Provide public info on licensees 
•Contract for study on effect of 
cannabis on motor skills 
•Requires fingerprints for 
applicants 
•May deny license w 30 day 
appeal 

•Declared Ag Product 
•CDFA has authority to create, 
issue, renew, discipline, suspend, 
or revoke licenses 
•Issue Unique Identifiers 
•w/DPR to dev. stds for use of 
pesticides, max tolerance for pest 
/ foreign objects 
•Create Medical Cannabis 
Cultivation Program 
•Require permit from city/county  
•Require cultivators to package 
in tamper-evident packaging, use 
unique identifier, label the 
product, and prohibits packages 
and labels from being made 
attractive to children 
•Monitor H2O diversion or 
discharge with SWRCB and DFW 
•Req. CDFA w/BMMR to develop 
certified organic designation and 
organic certification program 
•Authorizes BMMR to establish 
appellations of origin 
•CDFA to create an electronic 
tracking database (Track and 
Trace) 
•Establish license /renewal fees-
License valid for 12 months 
•Cannot be located within 600 
feet of a school. 
 

•CDPH to license manufacturers 
establish fees and fines 
•Promulgate regulations for 
implementation of CDPH 
responsibilities 
(manufacture/edibles) 
•Edibles declared to be “not a 
food” & “not a drug” 
•Edibles defined as 
manufactured cannabis for 
human consumption 
•Only generic food names to be 
used to describe edible medical 
cannabis products 
•CDPH has authority to issue, 
renew, discipline, suspend, or 
revoke licenses 
•May participate in BMMR 
Advisory Committee 
•Require all manufacturers to 
package all medical cannabis 
products in tamper-evident 
packaging, use a unique 
identifier, label the product, and 
prohibits MM packages and 
labels from being made to be 
attractive to children and specific 
health warnings  
•CDPH inspects records of 
Manufacturers  

•Registered/licensed by CDPH 
• Promulgate regulations for 
implementation of CDPH Lab 
Testing Responsibilities 
(methods/QA/testing protocols) 
•CDPH has authority to issue, 
renew, discipline, suspend, or 
revoke licenses and adopt fee 
•Performs tests of cannabis or 
products w/ chain of custody 
controls 
•Accredited by specific orgs. 
Must notify CDPH within 1 day of 
loss of accreditation 
•Provide Certificate of Analysis  
•Testing, calibration and 
sampling activities consistent 
with ISO/IEC 17020 & ISO/IEC 
17025 
•Testing must occur prior to 
sending to dispensary or any 
other business 
•Determine how often cannabis 
is to be tested 
•Establish license /renewal fees 
• Licensees must destroy 
samples/product not meeting 
health/safety standards and not 
able to be mitigated 
•CDPH inspects records of testing 
labs. 

•Licensed to purchase cannabis 
(cultivator) or products 
(manufacturer) for sale to 
dispensary or manufacturer 
•Conduct quality assurance and 
send to testing lab 
•Verifies quantity and content 
for manufacture or retail 
•Tracking for tax purposes 
•Must be bonded and insured 
 

•Licensed for retail sale 
•Facility where medical cannabis, 
products or delivery devices are 
offered for retail sale 
•Deliveries can only be made by 
a dispensary pursuant to local 
ordinance 
•Requires a dispensary to 
implement security measures to 
deter theft of, medical cannabis 
or medical cannabis products. 
Require a dispensary to notify the 
licensing authority and law 
enforcement within 24 hours 
after discovering breaches of 
security 
•DCA creates storage 
requirements 
•Cannot be located within 600 
feet of a school. 

•Req. to complete an electronic 
shipping manifest and to transmit 
to BMMR and receiving licensee 
•Required to maintain a copy of 
the manifest while transporting  
•Req. transmittal to licensee of 
verification of receipt  
•Local jurisdiction shall not 
prohibit transportation of 
medical cannabis by licensed 
transporters on public roads 
•Security requirements for 
delivery and transportation 

 License Type 1, 1A, 1B, 2, 2A, 2B, 
3, 3A, 3B, 4 License Type 6, 7 License Type 8 License Type 11 License Type 10, 10A License Type 12 

Qualified Patient 

Testing Lab 

Between Licensees 

Qualified Caregiver 
 The statute lacks clarity on 

the exact relationship 
between cultivators & 
manufacturers 
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WATER WASTE PESTICIDE USE ENVIRO IMPACT VERIFICATION LABOR ORDINANCES REPORTS 
•w/DFW, establish multiagency 
task force to environmental 
impacts 
•Pilot to address environmental 
impact of cannabis cultivation 
with Task Force and DFW 
•May establish fees to support 
regulatory program 
•Address discharge 
•Work with CDFA to ensure H2O 
diversion and discharge do not 
affect the in stream flows 

•w/CDFA, develop standards for 
use of pesticides in cultivation 
and max tolerance for pesticides 
and other foreign object residue 
in harvested cannabis. 
•Work with SWRCB to develop 
standards for application (of 
pesticides) on cultivation   

•DFW, w/ CDFA and the SWRCB 
to ensure that effects of water 
diversion and discharge 
associated with cultivation do not 
affect the in stream flows needed 
for fish spawning, migration, and 
rearing, and the flows needed to 
maintain natural flow variability  
•May establish fees to support 
regulatory programs 
•Establish Watershed 
Enforcement Program 
•w/SWRCB establishes 
multiagency task force to study 
environmental impacts. 
•Develop remediation fees 

•Requires applicants to submit 
fingerprints to the DOJ to provide 
a record of state or federal 
convictions and arrests 
•Provide information to licensing 
authorities   

•By January 1, 2017, DOSH must 
convene an advisory committee 
to evaluate need to develop 
industry-specific regulations 
related to the activities of 
licensed facilities  
•Board must decide on need by 
July 1, 2017 
•Employees subject to Wage 
Order-4-2001 

•May prohibit cultivation 
•May inspect cultivation site 
•May impose tax on cultivation, 
production, dispensing of MM 
•Cannot prevent carriage of MM 
on public roads by licensed 
transporter. 
•Does not supersede or limit 
existing local authority for law 
enforcement activity, 
enforcement of local zoning 
requirements or local ordinances, 
or enforcement of local permit or 
licensing requirements.  

•3/1/23 and yearly thereafter, 
each licensing authority submit 
report to legislature on authority 
activities and post the report on 
authority’s website  
•Amt of $ allocated and spent 
•# of license issued 
•Average time to process licenses 
•# and type of enforcement 
•#, $ and type of penalties 
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BPC 19300.7. License Type 
 

1 Cultivation; Specialty outdoor; Small 
1A Cultivation; Specialty indoor; Small 
1B Cultivation; Specialty mix-light; Small 

2 Cultivation; Outdoor; Small 
2A Cultivation; Indoor; Small 
2B Cultivation; Mixed-light; Small 

3 Cultivation; Outdoor; Medium 
3A Cultivation; Indoor; Medium 
3B Cultivation; Mixed-light; Medium 

4 Cultivation; Nursery 
6 Manufacturer 1 
7 Manufacturer 2 
8 Testing 

10 Dispensary; General 
10A Dispensary; ≤ three retail sites 

11 Distribution 
12 Transporter 

 

•Imposes limitations on numbers/types of 
licenses per license holder 
•Licensee may only hold license in up to two 
separate licensing categories 
•Limit number of licensees (#7) that produce 
medical cannabis products using volatile 
solvents. 

FUNDS TAX PHYSICIANS HSC § 11362.7 HSC § 11362.7 
•Med. Marijuana Regulation and Safety Act 
Fund  
•Medical Cannabis Fines  and Penalties Acct  
• Medical Marijuana Fines  and Penalties 
•Marijuana Production & Environment 
Mitigation Fund 
•BMMR to provide grant funding to local or 
state agencies 
•Provides start up GF with repayment. 
 

•Collect tax from cultivators 
•Require BOE w/CDFA to adopt a 
system for reporting the movement 
of cannabis and cannabis products 
through the distribution chain for tax 
purposes; different from Track and 
Trace database 

•Prioritize cases / deems 
unprofessional conduct for repeated 
acts of excessive recommending or 
without prior exam/medical reason. 
•Misdemeanor for a MD to accept, 
solicit, or offer any form of $ from or 
to a facility if MD/immediate family 
has a financial interest 
•Consult to develop medical 
guidelines for admin and use of MM 
•MD advertisement must meet 
specific requirements 

•Allows personal consumption 
cultivation of ≤100 sq. feet. 
 
 

•Cultivation of ≤500 sq. feet 
•for use for ≤5 patients 
•Receives no remuneration 
•Repeal existing decriminalization 
provision allowing qualified patients 
and caregivers to collectively 
cultivate MM 1 yr after the BMMR 
has started to issue licenses.  
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